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QUICKSORT Review

procedure QUICKSORT(A[i ..j ])
if i < j then

pivot = RANDOM(i , j)
SWAP(A[i ], A[pivot ])
k = PARTITION(A[i ..j ])
in parallel do

QUICKSORT(A[i ..k − 1])
QUICKSORT(A[k + 1..j ])
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PARTITION(A[i ..j ])

Recurse Recurse
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procedure QUICKSORT(A[i ..j ])
if i < j then

pivot = RANDOM(i , j)
SWAP(A[i ], A[pivot ])
k = PARTITION(A[i ..j ])
in parallel do

QUICKSORT(A[i ..k − 1])
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Recurse Recurse
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Allocating processors to recursive calls?
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Segmented Prefix Sums

6 3 4 6 7 9 3 4 6 74 6 9 1 3

3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :

Goal: Segmented Prefix Sums via an associative operator •
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Reminder: Prefix Sums

3 1 5 2 3 4 1 5 7 2 1 5 2 1 6 9

4 11 18 24 33 39 42 573 9 14 19 31 34 41 48

X :

Y :

yi =
i∑

k=1
xi

y6 = x1 + x2 + x3 + x4 + x5 + x6

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 + xi if i > 1
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Prefix Scan via ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 + xi if i > 1

Prefix Sums
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Prefix Scan via ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 + xi if i > 1

Prefix Sums

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

min(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix Min

For any associative operator ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

COPY(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix copy (broadcast)

⊕ : R× R→ R

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 ⊕ xi if i > 1

double ⊕(double a, double b)

return a + b . sum
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Prefix Scan via ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1
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yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

min(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix Min

For any associative operator ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

COPY(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix copy (broadcast)

⊕ : R× R→ R

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1
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Prefix Scan via ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 + xi if i > 1

Prefix Sums

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

min(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix Min

For any associative operator ⊕

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

COPY(yi−1, xi ) if i > 1

Prefix copy (broadcast)

⊕ : R× R→ R

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 ⊕ xi if i > 1

procedure SCAN(⊕, X, i)
if i = 1 then

return X [1]
else

return SCAN(⊕, X , i − 1)⊕ X [i ]

y4 = ((x1 ⊕ x2)⊕ x3)⊕ x4

= x1 ⊕ x2 ⊕ x3 ⊕ x4

E.g.:
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Recursive Segmented Prefix Sums
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3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :

yi =


x1 if i = 1{

yi−1 + xi if bi = 0

xi if bi = 1
if i > 1

=

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 × (1− bi ) + xi if i > 1

=


x1 if i = 1{

yi−1 × 1 + xi if bi = 0

yi−1 × 0 + xi if bi = 1
if i > 1

0 + xi = xi

I+ = 0
is the identity of +

yi−1 × 1 = yi−1
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⊗ operator

yi =


x1 if i = 1{

(yi−1 × 1) + xi if bi = 0

(yi−1 × 0) + xi if bi = 1
if i > 1

=


x1 if i = 1{

yi−1 + xi if bi = 0

0 + xi if bi = 1
if i > 1
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⊗ operator
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Segmented Scan via ⊕ and ⊗
Segmented Prefix Sums

yi =


x1 if i = 1{

yi−1 × 1 + xi if bi = 0

yi−1 × 0 + xi if bi = 1
if i > 1

=


x1 if i = 1{

yi−1 + xi if bi = 0

0 + xi if bi = 1
if i > 1
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Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
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Algebra with ⊕ and ⊗

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

(yi−1 ⊗ bi )⊕ xi if i > 1
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3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
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Property 2. ⊗ is semi-associative, with ∨ as the companion operator:
(x1 ⊗ b1)⊗ b2 = x1 ⊗ (b1 ∨ b2)
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y3 =
(
x1 ⊗ (b2 ∨ b3)

)
⊕
(
x2 ⊗ b3

)
⊕ x3

y4 =
(
x1 ⊗ (b2 ∨ b3 ∨ b4)

)
⊕
(
x2 ⊗ (b3 ∨ b4)

)
⊕
(
x3 ⊗ b4

)
⊕ x4

y1 = x1

y2 = (x1 ⊗ b2)⊕ x2
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y3 =
(
x1 ⊗ (b2 ∨ b3)

)
⊕
(
x2 ⊗ b3

)
⊕ x3

y4 =
(
x1 ⊗ (b2 ∨ b3 ∨ b4)

)
⊕
(
x2 ⊗ (b3 ∨ b4)

)
⊕
(
x3 ⊗ b4

)
⊕ x4

y1 = x1

y2 = (x1 ⊗ b2)⊕ x2

y5 =
(
x1 ⊗ (b2 ∨ b3 ∨ b4 ∨ b5)

)
⊕
(
x2 ⊗ (b3 ∨ b4 ∨ b5)

)
⊕
(
x3 ⊗ (b4 ∨ b5)

)
⊕ (x4 ∨ b5)⊕ x5
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Operator •

• :
(
R× {0, 1}

)
×
(
R× {0, 1}

)
→
(
R× {0, 1}

)
(

x
b1

)
•
(

y
b2

)
=
(

(x ⊗ b2)⊕ y
b1 ∨ b2

)

15
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Segmented Scan via •

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

(yi−1 ⊗ bi )⊕ xi if i > 1

6 3 4 6 7 9 3 4 6 74 6 9 1 3

3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :

(
x
b1

)
•
(

y
b2

)
=
(

(x ⊗ b2)⊕ y
b1 ∨ b2

)

16



Nodari Sitchinava – Parallel Algorithms

Segmented Scan via •

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

(yi−1 ⊗ bi )⊕ xi if i > 1

6 3 4 6 7 9 3 4 6 74 6 9 1 3

3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :

(
x
b1

)
•
(

y
b2

)
=
(

(x ⊗ b2)⊕ y
b1 ∨ b2

)

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 ⊕ xi if i > 1

Scan

16



Nodari Sitchinava – Parallel Algorithms

Segmented Scan via •

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1
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6 3 4 6 7 9 3 4 6 74 6 9 1 3

3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :

Segmented scan

(
x
b1

)
•
(

y
b2

)
=
(

(x ⊗ b2)⊕ y
b1 ∨ b2

)

yi =

{
x1 if i = 1

yi−1 ⊕ xi if i > 1

Scan

16



Nodari Sitchinava – Parallel Algorithms

Segmented Prefix Sums via •

Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan ⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

4Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

(y1
b′1

)
=
(x1

b1

)
=
(4

1

)
⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

4 6Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

(y2
b′2

)
=
((y1⊗b2)⊕x2

b′1∨b2

)
=
((4⊗0)⊕2

1∨0

)
⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1

17
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

4 6 9Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

(y3
b′3

)
=
((y2⊗b3)⊕x3

b′2∨b3

)
=
((6⊗0)⊕3

1∨0

)
⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

4 6 9 1Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

1 1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

(y4
b′4

)
=
((y3⊗b4)⊕x4

b′3∨b4

)
=
((9⊗1)⊕1

1∨1

)
⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

4 6 9 1 3Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

1 1 1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

(y5
b′5

)
=
((y4⊗b5)⊕x5

b′4∨b5

)
=
((1⊗0)⊕2

1∨0

)
⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

64 6 9 1 3Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

11 1 1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan ⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1

(y6
b′6

)
=
((y5⊗b6)⊕x6

b′5∨b6

)
=
((3⊗0)⊕3

1∨0

)

17



Nodari Sitchinava – Parallel Algorithms

Segmented Prefix Sums via •

6 34 6 9 1 3Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

11 1 1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

1

⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1

(y7
b′7

)
=
((y6⊗b7)⊕x7

b′6∨b7

)
=
((6⊗1)⊕3

1∨1

)
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Segmented Prefix Sums via •

6 3 4 6 7 9 3 4 6 74 6 9 1 3Y :

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 01 0 0 1 0b :
3 3 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 14 2 3 1 2X :

11 1 1 1 1b′ :

(yi
b′i

)
=

{(x1
b1

)
if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1

)
•
(xi

bi

)
=
((yi−1⊗bi )⊕xi

b′i−1∨bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

11 1 1 1 1 11 1

⊗ : R× {0, 1} → R

z ⊗ b =

{
z if b = 0

I⊕ if b = 1
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• is associative

• :
(
R× {0, 1}

)
×
(
R× {0, 1}

)
→
(
R× {0, 1}

)
( x

b1

)
•
( y

b2

)
=
((x⊗b2)⊕y

b1∨b2

)
Claim. • is associative:((

x
b1

)
•
(

y
b2

))
•
(

z
b3

)
=
(

x
b1

)
•
((

y
b2

)
•
(

z
b3

))
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Segmented scan via prefix sums

(yi
b′i
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if i = 1(yi−1

b′i−1
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(xi

bi

)
if i > 1

Segmented scan

yi =
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x1 if i = 1

yi−1 ⊕ xi if i > 1

Scan
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