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Polynesian Language Family

Introduction

Where are they spoken?

· Polynesian triangle

· Defined by the lines connecting Hawaii, New Zealand and Easter Island.

· The area covers over 2,000,000 square miles; omitting New Zealand, only 1% of it is land.

· American Samoa, Cook Islands, Easter Island, French Polynesia, Hawaii, New Zealand, Niue, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Wallis and Futuna.

· Outside the triangle (i.e., Outlier)

· Micronesia and Melanesia (New Caledonia, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu).

· Why are Polynesian languages spoken outside Polynesia? Why are they called “Polynesian” languages?

How many languages?

· Exactly how many languages exist in the Polynesian family is an issue still in debate. (It also concerns the problem of which qualifies as a language rather than a dialect.)

· Generally, the following languages are generally recognized as Polynesian languages.

Cook Islands:

Rarotongan, Pukapukan, Tongarevan (Penrhyn).

Easter Island:

Rapanui.

French Polynesia:
Tahitian, Tuamotuan, Marquesan, Mangarevan, Austral (Tubuai), Rapa.

Hawaii:


Hawaiian.

New Zealand:

Maori, *Moriori.

Niue:


Niuean.

Samoa:


Samoan.

Tokelau:

Tokelauan.

Tonga: 


Tongan, Niuafo’ou.

Tuvalu:


Tuvaluan.

Wallis and Futuna:
East Uvea, East Futuna.

Micronesia:

Nukuoro, Kapingamarangi

New Caledonia:
West Uvea

Papua New Guinea:
Nukumanu, Nukuria, Takuu.

Solomon Islands:
Anuta, Luangiua, Pileni, Rennellese, Sikaiana, , Tikopia.

Vanuatu:

Mae, West Futuna, Fila-Mele.

How many speakers?

· Only three languages (Samoan, Tahitian, and Tongan) have more than 100, 000 speakers.

* Moriori is extinct.
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