THE NARA PERIOD (TO 794 A.D.)

I. LITERATURE OF THE NARA PERIOD

A. THE KOJIKI (RECORD OF ANCIENT MATTERS), compiled in 712 A.D. by Oh-no-Yasumaro, 3 volumes. He recorded the events and stories orally transmitted to him by Hieda no Are. Some scholars believe that Hieda was a woman but there are no conclusive evidence. The compilation was completed in 712 a.d. and presented to Empress (jotei) Gemmei (reign: 707-715). The purpose of compilation was to ensure the divine right to rule by the Imperial family. This is also the oldest extant book in Japan. 

Chapter I

Izanagi, the creation god, and Izanami, the creation goddess give birth to the Eight Islands of Japan (O-yashima: Awaji, Iyo, Oki, Tsukushi <Kyushu>, Iki, Tsushima, Sado and O-yamato-toyo-akizu <Honshu>) and other things. Izanami is burned to death when she gives birth to the fire god. In death, she moves to Yomi (Hades). Izanagi is in great grief and goes to Yomi to reclaim Izanami. He finds her but because it is dark in Hades, he takes a torch and takes a look at her. She is embarrassed to be viewed in her decomposed state. Izanagi flees from Izanami. After fleeing from Hades, he purifies himself. From the defilement in his left eye, Amaterasu-Omikami, the sun goddess is born. From his right eye, Tsukiyomi no mikoto, the moon deity is born. From his nose is born Susanoo-no-mikoto, the storm god.

AMATERASU AND SUSANOO

One day, Susanoo visited Amaterasu, but being a storm god, he reacted violently: he throws feces all over her home, he skins a pony alive, and he accidentally kills a weaver maiden. Amaterasu is frightened and hides herself in a cave (Ame no Iwado) and covers the entrance with a huge rock. Darkness falls over Takama-no-hara (heaven). Myriads of misfortune all over takama-no-hara. Thus, eight million gods (Yao-yorozu) gather in the river bed where Amaterasu is hiding. Ame-no-Uzume-no-Mikoto, a goddess, exposes herself and dances in front of the cave. Amaterasu is surprised at the commotion outside the cave.She takes a peek to see what is happening. Gods hidden near the cave rush out and pull the sun goddess out. Once more, the sun shines over Takama-no-hara.

Chapter 2

TENSON KORIN

The gods descend from heaven and live in Takachiho, Kyushu. Later, the descendants move eastward. Emperor Jimmu begins his reign in Kashiwara, near Asuka, Nara. 

 

SUSANOO IN THE LAND OF IZUMO

After that incident with Amaterasu, Susanoo is expelled and moves to Izumo (Shimane Pref.). He saves a young maident by slaying an eight-headed serpent (Yamata no orochi). He finds a sword (called kusanagi) inside the serpent. This sword later becomes one of the three Imperial regalia (Sanshu no jingi: sword, mirror, jewel). Susanoo marries the maiden and expands his power in Izumo.

Chapter 3

Stories and events of Emperor Nintoku to Empress Suikos are recorded. 

 

