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5.2: WHAT IS NEWSWORTHY?
From all that is happening in the world, very few events or people are selected for the news.
Why? What makes an event or person newsworthy? Research has identified a number of
factors that influence the selection and shaping of news stories.

Negative events are more likely to be reported than positive ones. News of current events
is often bad news. Such news includes disasters or accidents that involve damage, injury, or
death. Consider how much news is about conflict between people, political parties, or nations.
Once an event is selected for the news, the negative aspects of the event can then be
highlighted through the use of strong negative language in the headline or story.

Time is also important. The best news is something that has just happened. The language
of the story and of the headline tends to stress the immediacy of events. Headlines in the
news most frequently make use of the present tense, rather than the past tense, for example
"Bomb explodes in mall." This makes the event seem closer in time. The print media and the
main TV and radio news programs operate on a daily cycle. Shorter events that fit into this
time span are more likely to be reported than those that last longer. Therefore, the murder is
more newsworthy than the police investigation; the verdict is more likely to be reported than
the whole trial (adapted from Bell 1991).

An exception is when the person involved in a trial or other event is very famous. Famous
people are more newsworthy than others. Sometimes an event can become news just
because a politician or a movie star is involved. If it were about ordinary people, it would
simply be ignored. Take, for example, the trial of 0. J. Simpson, the famous American football
player and media personality accused of murdering his wife. The trial became one of the most
widely broadcast of all times, and millions of people around the world tuned in day after day to
watch and listen, because he was a celebrity.

Geographic proximity or closeness is also a key factor. The closer the place, the more
news value the event has. A minor accident may be reported in the place where it happens,
but  not 100 miles away. A major catastrophe can be reported from the other side of the
world. The issue of proximity can also apply to cultural associations (Galtang and Ruge in Bell
1991). In the English language media a story from an English speaking nation is likely to be
considered more newsworthy than a similar story from a non-English speaking nation. When a
bomb exploded in a market in the Irish town of Omagh in 1998, killing 30 people and injuring
200, it was reported at length in one English language newspaper, with long stories and
photographs. A few months later when a bomb exploded in a market in an Algerian town, the
complete news report in the same newspaper consisted of the following:
MARKET BOMB KILLS 29 Algiers: A bomb exploded in a market in Tiaret, south of the Algerian
capital, killing 29 people and injuring 110. (South China Morning Post 1998)
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The media also prefers stories that are clear and unambiguous, and contain many facts
and figures. These may be facts about place and time, people's names and occupations, and
figures to do with numbers of people involved, amounts of money, or measurements of
various kinds. In general, too, the unexpected or unusual are more newsworthy than the
ordinary and routine (Bell 1991).
September 11, 2001
The destruction of New York’s World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, received a huge
amount of coverage in the media throughout the western world and many other parts of the
world as well. This was an event that combined all the factors necessary to become
newsworthy. It was a disaster that occurred unexpectedly on a beautiful day in early autumn,
taking thousands of lives. Geographically, the World Trade Center buildings were in the heart
of the financial district of one of the largest cities in the world. Furthermore, although the World
Trade Center was located in New York City, many interternational companies had offices in its
buildings, which meant that a large number of people from countries around the world were
personally affected. Leading figures in the business community were killed alongside people
less well known.  Prominent politicians and community leaders commented publicly on the
event, and famous artists performed at memorial services or made special appearances to
raise money for families of the victims.

News coverage of the World Trade Center disaster also had another side that doesn't
often get reported on in tragedies. Shortly after the news of the actual collapse of the
buildings, the media began to report on the heroism of rescue workers -- the fire fighters,
medical personnel and police who rushed to the site and, in many cases, lost their own lives in
trying to help others.

Input Analysis Grammar Lesson
In the following grammar lesson, you will examine the functions and uses of the conjunctions
or and and. Before you begin, try to answer the following questions about your current

knowledge of these conjunctions.
1) What is the meaning of or?                                                                                                           

2) What is the function of or?                                                                                                           

3) Use or in a sentence:                                                                                                                   

4) What is the meaning of and?                                                                                                        

5) What is the function of and?                                                                                                        

6) Use and in a sentence:                                                                                                                
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Directions: Exactly 14 words are highlighted in the previous text. Find each highlighted word
and examine the words that come immediately before and immediately after them. Complete
the two charts below by entering the correct words in the blank lines in the appropriate box
for each highlighted word. As an example, the first highlighted word has been done for you.

   Words before conjunction Coordinating
 Conjunction  Words after conjunction

1    very       few      events  or   people  

2 __________ __________ or ___________

3 __________ or ___________

4 __________, __________, or ___________

5 ________, ________ ________ or ___________

6 ________, ________ ________ or ___________

7 ________, ________ ________ or ___________ ___________

8 __________ __________ or ___________ ___________

   Words before conjunction Coordinating
 Conjunction  Words after conjunction

9 ___________ ___________ and ___________

10 ________ ________ ________ and ________ ________ ________

11 ________ ________ ________ and
________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________

12 ________ ________ ________ and ________ ________ ________

13
________ ________ ________
________ ________ and ___________ ___________

14

_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________,

and

_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________
_______ ________ ________,
_______ ________ ________
__________
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Now, examine the words that you entered in the previous two charts, and complete the
following chart by entering the type of phrase (e.g., noun, verb, adjective phrase) or clause
(e.g., complete sentence, incomplete sentence, adverbial clause, that clause) that comes
before and after each of the highlighted words (HINT: what is the part of speech of these
phrases or clauses?).

   Type of phrase or clause
        before conjunction

Coordinating
 Conjunction

Type of phrase or clause
         after conjunction

1 or
2 or
3 or
4 or
5 or
6 or
7 or
8 or
9 and
10 and
11 and
12 and
13 and
14 and

1) What types of phrases or clauses occur before the coordinating conjunction or in the text?    

                                                                                                                                                      
2) What types of phrases or clauses occur before the coordinating conjunction and in the text?

                                                                                                                                                      
3) What similarity do you notice about the phrases or clauses that come before and after each

coordinating conjunction?                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                      

4) Do you notice any other patterns that occur in the phrases or clauses for each coordinating
conjunction?                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                      

Study the grammar rules for the uses and functions of coordinating conjunctions.
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 Next, examine the remainder of the text. There are exactly 17 more or and and coordinating

conjunctions. Find each one and complete the following chart.

           Phrase or clause
        before conjunction

Coordinating
 Conjunction

         Phrase or clause
         after conjunction

1 or

2 and

3 and

4 and

5 and

6 and

7 and

8 and

9 or

10 or

11 and

12 and

13 and

14 and

15 or

16 and

17 and

Examine the words that you entered in the previous chart, and complete the following chart by
entering the type of phrase or clause that comes before and after each of the coordinating
conjunctions.
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   Type of phrase or clause
        before conjunction

Coordinating
 Conjunction

Type of phrase or clause
         after conjunction

1 or
2 and
3 and
4 and
5 and
6 and
7 and
8 and
9 or
10 or
11 and
12 and
13 and
14 and
15 or
16 and
17 and

5) What types of phrases or clauses occur before the coordinating conjunction or in the text?    

                                                                                                                                                      
6) What types of phrases or clauses occur before the coordinating conjunction and in the text?

                                                                                                                                                      
7) What similarity do you notice about the phrases or clauses that come before and after each

coordinating conjunction?                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                      

8) Do you notice any other patterns that occur in the phrases or clauses for each coordinating
conjunction?                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                      

9) Go back to the previous section and compare your answers to these. Are there any
differences?                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                      

10) Now, review the answers you gave to the questions at the beginning of this lesson. Has
your understanding and knowledge of the coordinating conjunctions or and and changed? If

so, in what ways?                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      


