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Since 1987 the lake has been divided into two separate water bodies, which can clearly be seen in these images. Up to 1995 there was an artificial channel that enabled water exchange from the small Aral Sea in the north to the large water body. In 1996 (center image) the distance between the two water bodies increased dramatically. Therefore, it is expected that it will be too expensive to keep up this connection between the two lakes.

1996 was the first year that the island "Barsakelmes" in the center of the lake was connected to the shoreline. The large island will connect with the south shoreline within the next 4-5 years, which will basically separate the steep western part from the shallow eastern part.
Source: wikipedia.org

