Aral Sea Irrigation


The key to stabilizing or replenishing the Aral is reduced diversion of water. Irrigation in the region, as developed during the Soviet era, is highly wasteful and inefficient. Israeli engineers experimenting on an Uzbek cotton farm recently claimed they had increased yield by forty percent while reducing water consumption by two-thirds. Modern irrigation techniques like this, if widely used throughout the region, could regenerate the rivers and sea in addition to stimulating the area’s struggling economies.


Ironically, the primary obstacle is money. The Central Asian republics are the poorest of the former Soviet Union, and have little to invest in rebuilding irrigation infrastructure. In 1991, gross national product per capita ranged from $980 in Uzbekistan to $2,030 in Kazakhstan.

http://gurukul.ucc.american.edu/ted/aral.htm
