Are we on the eve of self-destruction?

By Dan Vergano, USA TODAY

Will Americans go the way of the Maya?
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jared Diamond considers the odds that modern civilizations will disappear, following into oblivion the ancient Maya, Polynesia's Easter Islanders, Greenland's Vikings and the Anasazi of the American Southwest.


In his new book, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (Viking; $29.95), Diamond looks at civilizations that crumbled. And he ponders how today's societies can dodge the fate of their failed ancestors.

Diamond presents case studies of collapsed civilizations, starting with ancient ones and moving to Tulum, Mexico was once a thriving      present-day failures in places such as Rwanda and
Mayan port city in the 16th century.    Haiti. He also looks at successes, such as Iceland and
By H. Darr Beiser, USA TODAY        Japan, which overcame environmental problems.

