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ESOL 94- The Environment

Extended Readings

Directions:

The file extended_readings contains short readings for the ESOL 94 Environment Curriculum. 

These readings should be used to extend students’ understanding of the environmental concepts developed in the main textbook readings. These short readings help further develop key environmental concepts and provide purposes for reading and writing.

Use these extended readings for jigsaw or information-gap tasks. 

EXAMPLE:

Divide the class into three large groups. Give each student in each group a different reading to read, understand and memorize for the following class meeting. During the next meeting, have the students in each group teach the other students in their group the important content from their own short reading. 

Afterwards, have each group report the most important and purposeful information from their group of readings. Have students try to make connections between readings and find a common connection between all of the readings in their group. Have students order the important and purposeful information from all of their readings into a cohesive story.

Finally, provide each student a complete set of all of the readings about the target environmental concept. Have each student write an essay about the concept that draws from the information in the extended readings. Use the essay to work on summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting and referencing skills in addition to basic essay writing skills such as coherence, cohesion, completeness, unity, and support.

