The Desiccation of the Aral Sea from 1995 to 1996
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These images show the desiccation of the Aral Sea in the years 1995 to 1996. Within only one year the area of the lake has decreased by 3885 km2 and the volume by 36 km3. The sea level has decreased by another 1 m. The salinity of the sea has increased to 46 g/l.


The picture on the right side illustrates the desiccation process in one single data product. The remaining water body is shown in blue, whereas the yellow color shows the areas that have fallen dry within one year.


As the Aral Sea is especially shallow in the eastern parts of the lake, the desiccation process is very obvious there. Due to desiccation, the remaining absolute water depth of the eastern water body has declined to 12 m, and of the steep western part down to 71 m.

http://www.dfd.dlr.de/app/land/aralsee/monitor.html
