Water to Aral, Big Fish to Fishers

In 2002, the World Bank approved the decision to present $ 64.5 million credit to Kazakhstan to help resolve the environmental problems of the northern Aral Sea. The project for northern Aral Sea regeneration is hoped to change the future of the area’s residents for the better. The main goal is to stabilize of water level of the northern part of the sea by focusing on water flow in the Syr Daria river delta. 

The implementation of World Bank project will lead to an increase in the annual fishing of fluke from 500 up to 11,000 tons within seven years after the project is started. The project will result in the northern part of the Aral Sea being filled with local and introduced fish. It will also increase annual fishing from 380 up to 1,000 tons. The implementation of the project will regenerate not only fishing, but it will also increase the standard of living for the region's population. The project will also involve cleaning the Nura River of mercury wastes, necessity to provide guaranteed quality of its water for potential consumers, including residents of the region, and industrial and agricultural enterprises.

http://www.kazpravda.kz/archive/13_02_2002/e_e.html
