Aral Sea Wildlife

The changes in the environment of the Aral Sea region over the past 40 years have decimated the area’s wildlife. The fishing industry surrounding the Aral Sea, which at one time was a major source of the local population’s income, has been almost totally destroyed. More than 20 different fish species caught for the food trade and 12 game species have almost totally disappeared from the sea and its surrounding deltas, lakes, and rivers. Only 168 of 319 indigenous species of birds still nest in the entire Aral Sea area. Only 30 of the original 70 mammalian species found in the region at the end of the last century remain today.
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http://enrin.grida.no/aral/aralsea/english/fish/fishs.htm
