Aral Sea Conservation Continued

In Fall 1997, the heads of state of the five riparian countries came together and, following recommendations from the World Bank, decided that the sea should be left to die since there was no longer a chance of saving it. Trying to save the Aral Sea would mean making economic sacrifices that were deemed too great. This decision was taken without any input from the affected populations. It could mean that some of the populations living closest to the Aral Sea, like the Karakalpaks, will now have to leave their towns and villages. A representative of Doctors Without borders in Tashkent remarks, "Isn't it just incredible that five years and $13 million dollars later we are still trying to find out what pollutants exactly occur in the drinking water of the Aral Sea region?" The region still does not have a good hospital; there is no diagnostic center to identify diseases; and no toxicological laboratory where environmental hazards can be studied.

http://www.headlice.org/lindane/_world/countries/women_respond_aral.htm
