Biological diversity, or biodiversity, refers to the number of species in a given habitat, such as a rainforest.

Most of the planet’s biological diversity is found in the world’s tropical forests, which some researchers estimate contain at least half of all animal, insect, and plant species.

Scientists have estimated that there are from 3 to 30 million species, of which 2.5 million have been classified, including 900,000 insects, 41,000 animals, and 250,000 plants.

Brazil is said to represent 1/5 of the world biodiversity, with 50,000 plant species, 5,000 vertebrates, 10-15 million insects, millions of microorganisms, etc.

An endangered species is a species of animal, insect, or plant life whose population is so small that it is in danger of becoming extinct.

About 6% of the 300,000 identified species of plant life in the world are endangered due to over-collection or destruction of habitat, among other causes.

Examples of endangered mammals throughout the world:

U.S.- bighorn sheep, red wolf; Asia- panda, river dolphin; Africa- forest elephant; India- tiger; the world’s oceans- humpback whale.
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