Aral Sea Health Crisis

Health effects on women and children in Karakalpakstan:


• 
Maternal mortality rates are 3 to 4 times higher than the national  average;


• 
99% of women and 90% of children suffer from anemia;


• 
16% of pregnant women have miscarriages;


• 
30%of pregnant women have kidney diseases;


• 
there is a high level of certain elements (Mn, Cr, and Cd) in  pregnant women's blood serum;


• 
there is a low level of essential elements (Fe, Zn) in pregnant  women's blood serum


• 
Breast milk contains lindane and DDT;


• 
Frequency of birth defects is 5 times higher than in most of  Europe;

Health effects on general population of Karakalpakstan:


• 
Viral hepatitis has increased from 62.4 per 1,000 to 94.8 per 1,000  in the past 19 years;


• 
Incidence of tuberculosis is 1.5 times greater than before;


• 
Liver cancer incidence has increased 5 times in the last 10 years;  and


• 
Skin disease is twice the national level affecting 9.83% of the  general population.

http://www.headlice.org/lindane/_world/countries/women_respond_aral.htm
