Collapsed Civilization: Easter Island History


Easter Island is one of the most remote, inhabited places on earth. Only some 150 square miles in area, it lies in the Pacific Ocean, 2,000 miles off the west coast of South America and 1,250 miles from the nearest inhabitable land of Pitcairn Island. It is known for gigantic stone statues up to 70 feet tall and weighing up to 270 tons. At its peak the population was only about 7,000. The people did not have any machines or wheels or draft animals. Using just human muscle, they dragged these statues up to 12 miles and tilted them upright. Although we are not exactly sure, whatever they did required trees for sleds or for sledges and levers. Yet when Europeans arrived on Easter Island in 1722, there were no trees. Despite its superficial insignificance, the history of Easter Island is a grim warning to the world.
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