Desertification: Background
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Ship stranded by the retreat of the Aral Sea


Desertification is the degradation of land in arid, semi arid and dry sub-humid areas into desert, resulting from various factors including climatic variations and human activities. Desertification has become a major environmental problem in the arid regions of the world. Modern desertification often arises from the demands of increased populations that settle on the land in order to grow crops and graze animals. Deterioration in soil and plant cover has adversely affected nearly 50 percent of the land areas as the result of human mismanagement of cultivated and range lands.
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