The Republic of Guatemala is a country in Central America, in the south of the continent of North America, bordering both the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea.


In agriculture, a terrace is a leveled section of a hilly cultivated area, designed to slow or prevent the rapid run-off of irrigation water.

The Republic of Honduras is an independent country in western Central America, bordered to the west by Guatemala, to the south west El Salvador, and to the south-east by Nicaragua.

Belize is a small nation on the eastern coast of Central America, on the Caribbean Sea bordered by Mexico to the northwest and Guatemala to the west and south.

The Maya civilization spread over Belize between 1500 BC and AD 300 and flourished until about AD 900.

The Maya are people of southern Mexico and northern Central America (Guatemala, Belize, western Honduras, and El Salvador) with some 3,000 years of history.

Archaeological evidence shows the Maya started to build large buildings and cities at approximately 1000 BC.

The Maya constructed agricultural terraces on the slopes of hillsides. They cleared the hills of jungle growth and cut step-like ledges into the hills, so they could be used as field, where they planted crops.

From the 3rd century BCE to the 11th century CE, the lowlands area of the Petén region of Guatemala was the heart of the flourishing Maya civilization.

The ancient Maya had diverse and sophisticated methods of food production, including slash and burn (swidden) agriculture, raised fields, terraccing, forest gardens, managed fallows, and wild harvesting.

Tikal was one of the major cultural and population centers of the Maya civilization. Monumental architecture was built here as early as the 4th century BC.

The name "Tikal" means "Place of Voices" or "Place of Tikal Tongues" in Maya, which may be an ancient name for the city.

At its peak, during the Maya Classic Period of approximately 200 AD to 850 AD, it had a population from 100,000 to 200,000.


