Origins of the Mayan Empire

[image: image1.jpg]



The Maya are people of southern Mexico and northern Central America (Guatemala, Belize, western Honduras, and El Salvador) with some 3,000 years of history. The Maya were part of the Mesoamerican Pre-Columbian cultures. Contrary to popular myth, the Maya people never "disappeared." Millions still live in the region, and many of them still speak one of the Mayan languages.


Archaeological evidence shows the Maya started to build ceremonial architecture at approximately 1000 BC. The earliest monuments consist of simple burial mounds, the precursors to pyramids erected in later times.
