Turkmenistan History
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Turkmenistan is a country in Central Asia. It has borders with Afghanistan, Iran (Persia), Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and has a coastline on the Caspian Sea.


• 
Alexander the Great conquered the territory in the 4th century B.C. on his way to India. 


• 
In the 7th century A.D. Arabs conquered this region, bringing with them Islam and incorporating the Turkmen into Middle Eastern culture. 


• 
The empire broke down in the second half of the 12th century, and the Turkmen lost their independence when Genghis Khan took control of the eastern Caspian Sea region on his march west. 


• 
By 1894 imperial Russia had taken control of Turkmenistan. The Turkmen Republic was declared as one of the 15 republics of the Soviet Union in 1924. At this time the modern borders of Turkmenistan were formed. 


• 
In 1991, with the breakup of the Soviet Union, Turkmenistan became independent. It has kept its formerly Communist leader, Saparmurat Niyazov in place.

Source: wikipedia.org 

