Terrace (agriculture)
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In agriculture, a terrace is a levelled section of a hilly cultivated area, designed to slow or prevent the rapid run-off of irrigation water. Often such land is formed into multiple terraces, giving a stepped appearance. In Mexico, the ancient Maya made use of otherwise unusable jungle land by creating terraces. They used a system of canals and aqueducts, and made the water flow through the jungle and helped them be fertile lands. The Maya constructed the terraces on the slopes of hillsides. They cleared the hills of jungle growth and cut step-like ledges into the hills, so they could be used as field, where they planted crops. Using terraces also stopped the rain from washing away the soil. This technique was so successful, it is still used throughout the region.
