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Aloha,
As you can see, with the January 2004

issue of Seawords, we have adopted a new
format and strategy. Seawords is now only 4
pages, and it will be composed almost entirely
of stories. In this issue, we will be covering
last month's MOP graduation, as well as
keeping up with some of the people in the
MOP ohana.

We have also moved all of the
announcements to the web. If you go to
<http://www.hawaii.edu/mop>, you will find a
page that will link you to pages that cover
MOP events, events around Hawai‘i,
conferences, scholarship announcements and
listings for jobs, internships, and volunteer
opportunities. We will be updating these pages
constantly. As the web site develops, I hope
that it will become the main reference site for
marine-related events for Hawai‘i.

Over time, we will also be creating an
archive of older announcements, which will
hopefully help people track events that have
already happened.

The MOP web page also has links to the
pdf versions of the last few years of the
printed Seawords. As new issues of the printed
Seawords are produced, they will be placed on
this page as well. You will need Adobe
Acrobat Reader installed on your computer to
open these documents.

If you want to keep up to date on the
events, make sure you book mark our page
and keep going back. If you have any
suggestions, or you want to add anything, let
me know through the Seawords e-mail
<seawords@hawaii.edu>.

Happy New Year.
 Brian Richardson

Oahu MOP
Graduation
by Brian Richardson

On the night of December 18th, 2003, MOP
celebrated its 65th graduation ceremony at the Queen
Lili‘uokalani Center for Student Services on the UH
Mänoa campus.

The keynote speaker was Jennifer Smith, a PhD
candidate at the UH Mänoa Department of Botany
studying the impact of invasive seaweeds on Hawai‘i’s
reefs. Hawai‘i has over one half of all of the coral reefs
under U.S. jurisdiction. The total value of coral reefs to
Hawai‘i is estimated at over 40 billion dollars. There are
over 500 species of seaweeds around Hawai‘i, and new
species are described every year. But there are
surprisingly few people in Hawai‘i studying marine plants
(the study known as phycology).

Jennifer, who is originally from northern California,
is focusing on coral reef degradation.  Jennifer’s PhD

continued on page 2

Sherwood Maynard, MOP Director, with Jennifer Smith, a
PhD student at UH Mänoa, who gave the keynote address
at this semester’s MOP Graduation.
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research has focused on the interaction of different factors
that affect the health of coral reefs. Over-fishing, for
instance, helps increase seaweed because grazers such as
surgeon fish are no longer around to help keep seaweed
growth in check. The runoff from land-based agriculture
(nitrogen and phosphorus) also encourages algae growth
(referred to as eutrophication).

Coral reefs are actually quite resilient, but with the
variety of natural and human pressures affecting the
corals all at once, their health is declining. What is
happening, Jennifer noted, is a profound phase-shift in the
ocean from one dominated by coral to one dominated by
seaweed and algae.

One of the species that Jennifer focused on was
Kappaphycus, an invasive species in Hawai‘i that has
supplanted local seaweeds and destroyed coral reefs.

One of the tests she carried out was to determine how
effective different techniques would be to remove the
seaweed.  She and a group of assistants first tested
removing the seaweeds by hand, which proved to be
difficult. It took two hours to remove a single square
meter of Kappaphycus from the coral, which, Jennifer
noted, had a wet weight of 40 kilograms.

Jennifer also tested the effectiveness of applying
different chemicals and temperatures to kill the seaweed.
The lab tests were promising, but it is unlikely that the
methods could be applied to nature.

Finally, Jennifer also tested bio-control methods,
specifically by introducing sea urchins
(Tripneustes gratilla) into the test
areas. The results were quite positive,
with the amount of Kappaphycus
being reduced significantly. The
problem is that the sea urchins would
have to be moved to the affected area,
because their value is reduced once
they finish eating the seaweed and
start eating the coral. Also, sea urchins
are highly sought-after by divers as
food.

As Jennifer noted, “We need to
manage humans more than we need to
manage the environment.”
Specifically, there has to be more
education to generate more concern
for the problems faced by the local
environment.

Jennifer has also been part of the
recent alien algae clean-ups in Waikiki

(which have removed over 30 tons of algae). The next
clean-up event is on January 24th, 2004. For more
information on these clean-ups, contact Eric Co at
<eco@tnc.org>.

After Jennifer's talk, Sherwood presented MOP
certificates to the new MOP graduates. Three certificates
were awarded.

Signe Opheim, the former MOP student coordinator
at Mänoa, received her MOP certificate for her work with
Dave Pence of the Diving Safety Office. Her MOP
project, entitled “Dive Safety Planning and
Management,” was based on her work producing a field
manual that could be used for dive training.

Izumi Sakakibara, from Maui Community College,
received a MOP certificate for her work with the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary at Kihei, Maui. A native of Japan, Izumi
translated a series of the Sanctuary's brochures from
English into Japanese and produced a poster in Japanese
for visitors to the Sanctuary. Her project was entitled
“Marine Mammal Conservation Education” and, in
addition to the people at the Marine Sanctuary, she was
mentored by Donna Brown, the Maui Community
College MOP coordinator.

Finally, Norma Wakayama of Leeward Community
College received her MOP certificate for her MOP
project, entitled “Marine Education.” Norma's mentor
was Frank Stanton. Her project was centered around a
career day that was held at Leeward CC, where she
created a presentation on marine-related careers.

Congratulations to the new MOP alumni.

Andi Shluker, the new Mänoa MOP Coordinator (far left) and Sherwood
Maynard, the MOP Director (far right) with two of MOP’s newest graduates:
Izumi Sakakibara (left) and Signe Opheim (right).
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Islands of Truth
a book review by Brian Richardson

New Coastal and Marine Resources
Graduate Program at UH

Daniel Clayton’s Islands of
Truth:The Imperial Fashioning
of Vancouver Island, published in
2001 by the University of British
Columbia Press, is a history of
Vancouver Island from the
voyages of Captain Cook to the
end of the 19th century.

The first chapter is not worth
reading. The discussion here is
heavily theoretical, invoking
writers such as Michel Foucault
and Mary Louise Pratt. However,
if you have never heard of these
names, the chapter will not be
helpful, while if you are familiar
with these names, the discussion
does not offer anything that is
either interesting or new.

Once you are beyond the first
chapter, however, there is a
considerable amount worth

In December, 2003, Pat Cooper, the Interim
Associate Dean of the School of Ocean and Earth
Science and Technology at UH Mänoa reported that
the School had received authorization to develop a
new graduate degree program that would focus on
coastal and marine resources.

The Coastal and Marine Resources program
will be a joint UH-Hilo/UH-Mänoa degree that will
emphasize curriculum paths in Tropical Aquaculture
(M.A., M.S., Ph.D.), Tropical Fisheries (M.S.,
Ph.D.), Sustainable Coastal Resources (M.S., Ph.D),
and Coastal and Marine Policy (M.A., Ph.D).

According to the proposal, "the program is
fundamentally multidisciplinary, in that it draws
upon a broad intellectual base embracing the natural
sciences, oceanography and the social sciences."

Likewise, concerning the educational experience
that students should expect, “field experience or
internship will be required; international partner-
ships will permit students to obtain experience that
is both scientifically and culturally relevant.”

The objectives of the program are to provide
training to students in advanced aquaculture, fisher-
ies, marine policy and coastal resources technology.
The program will serve an important sector of
Hawai‘i’s future diversified economy and help to
establish Hawai‘i as a center for Pacific Rim marine
resource management.

The program is still in the planning stages,
but is scheduled to be available to students by the
Fall of 2005. For more information, contact Pat
Cooper at <cooper@hawaii.edu>.

reading. The archival and
anthropological detail is quite
impressive (even if this detail
does not sit well with the post-
structuralism of the first chapter).
In particular, the research would
be valuable to someone
interested in how the colonial
history of the Pacific Northwest
can connect with the 19th
century history of the Hawaiian
Islands.

Both Vancouver Island and
Hawai‘i were key points in the
third voyage of Captain Cook,
and their histories have been
intertwined ever since. People
and capital have travelled back
and forth, from Hawaiian settlers
to British Columbia in the early
late 19th century to the tourists
and investors of the 20th century.

There are also interesting
parallels that could be drawn
between the two areas, including
the role of missionaries, of
European-style government, and
of changes in land-ownership.

The paperback edition of the
book is $24.95.
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Highlights from the Website

MOP and Hawai‘i Events
January 21st Open-water scuba course begins

February 15th, QUEST application due

May 17th, QUEST 264 starts

May 29th, QUEST ends

Announcements
February 14th to 16th, 2004, Symposium on
Maritime Archaeology and History of Hawai‘i
and the Pacific. See <http://www.mahhi.org>.

The Northwest Hawaiian Islands Symposium
has been postponed and will convene on
November 1st to 5th, 2004.


