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COMMENTARY

KAMERAMEHA ScHooOLS TEACHERS SPEAK OUT:

Faculty must

participate in
decisions:

The follounng statement is by
No Kumu o Kamehamehe, an
arganization of fecwty at the
Komehameha Schools;

& members of Na
HKumu o Kameshameha,
200-gtrong, we wish 1o

expresy appreciaton o
the community for its over-
whelming support and aloha

At a tlme when our lnstitution
ls In crisls, It has been particu-
larly meanlngful to recelve an-
couragement Irom fellew eduea-
tore, stafl members, alumnl, par-
enls wnd students, and members
of the cammunity in general

Our commitment o our stu-
dents, Lthe true beneficlarier of
our beloved Ke Al'l Pavahi,
compels us {o act as she wowrld
have: (o maintain an open lins
of communicatlon with all whe
care about the welfare pf
Kamehameha Schools and tha
children,

Our four deslgnated represen-
tatives.— Caralyn Kehay Abad,

David Kawika Eyre, Charlens-

Hoe, and Gary Obracht — have
worked trelessly on bahalf of
Na Kumu o Hamehameha,

In Seplember they wers indi-
vidually reprimanded by the ad-
ministration end wears threst.

- - II h'.
ened with dismiszal 1 they p
made any further public staire. gt i
ments. ek
‘It must be nated, for the i
record, they have made no pub- RE S

lle etatements as Individosls,
The lr:lterLEEu.hll.shed over their
names in Honpluluy Adver-
teer on July 13 was writlen &t
the directlon of and on behglf of
Na Humu o Kamehameha. In
sUppert of our representatives,
160 of the 200 signed Na Kumu
members have published their
names {n-house under a siate-
ment which allests 1o this facy

Since thelr reprimand, others,
Including trustees and adminis.
Lrators, have presumed 1o Epeak
for the faculty by presenting
thelr interpretations of facujty
izsues and faculty maorale. The
purpose of thle article iy ta up-
date the community by Fprak-
ing out on our own Hekhaly,

Trustees haven't responded

As educators, aur facus has
never wavered from our alle-
;ju:- to the educatlon of

avahl’s children and sur yn-
derstanding of her vislon, Wa
{eel privileged 1o be tha teach-
ers of her chifdren,

Last May the news of unrest
at Kamehamehn Schoals Bighop
Estate first becama known Lo
the publie. The Kamehamaha
community cared deeply
enough to respond dramatically
I:hn:-th the May 15 march. At
that time, mambers of the fazul-
3: and staff gathered to dlseuss

eir concerns and declded 1o
Initsle dialogue with the board
of trustess

On several oocasions we have
sent forrmal [etters 1o the board
FEQuesting a privaie, In-hause
forum for the purposs of resaly-
ing lssuer. Az of this writlng,
the trustees a8 2 board Rave nat
responded to any of thege lai-
tery. Conxequently, the majarity
gl the facully of Kamehamsha
fas organized as Na Humy o
Kameshamaha, We wera than
informed thet becauss we wers
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“Tha Bishop Exaate a3rusiee for the .

- lands of Bemice Payahi Bishop, -

- prea-pranddeughter of bame-

' harpeha |, who,willed that they be

-, managed 16 proyie for the pepat-,
o Karmnaha e

What's this angut?
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organized, we would be Lreated
az “oulsiders,”

Irondcally, the administration
ferbade our use of & campus
metiing place on July 22, when
we met with trustes~chosen and
court-zppolnted  fact-finder
Patrick Yim and Beadia ¥ana-
hele Dawsen, attorney for Na
Punr o Xe& Al Pauahl,

We seek permanent salutions

Na Kumu members are not
Intlerested In ruthed and super-
flelal ealutions 1o the problems
at Kamehameha Schoals. Tn-
stead, we are fesking lasting
Ehi-ﬂshﬂ- We need 1o revisit pur
scheals” mission. The cloging of
callabarative and autreach sdy-
calional pregrams that benefit-

ed thousands of Hawaiian chil-,

dreén was grieveur As educa-
lors, we were shocked ag we
learnsd about the dismantling
of these programsg and the
treatment of thosa terminated,
many of whem had given yzars
of service to KSBE, We pray
far the day when leaders with
vislon end heart will again cffer
these educational epportunities
e the Hawallan community.

Faculty must have = volca

Ma Kumu o Kemehamsha 15
seeking a voles Untll now, the
faculty has been trested in a
less than professional manner
by being repeatedly and sys-
tematica ly overlooked ln the
echools’ planning and decision-
making. We have been con-
tained and conlrolled for vears
For lhe welfare of the schools,
Lhis cannot continue. We munt
be Included as active particl-
pants in decislons that affect
the education of the students of
Kamehameha Schools. Thizs is
the botlom line, Any quality ed-
ucational lnstitution would al-
low nothing less,

Contrary io reports about our
feellng “demeralized,” or about
spirits belng low at Kamehame-

hi. members of Na Humu o
Kamehameha are, fact, ex-
iremely epergized. There has
been 3 growing sense of colle-
glallty and camaraderia, and wa
are greatly moved by the de-
gree Lo which faculty members
from preschool through 12th
grade have coms togethar to

'readflrm thelr commitment o

the education of cur students.
Despite the public controver-
£y, our studants have been re-
markable. They ars claarly
aware of and concerned about
the problems. Thalr attitude
and behavior have been exem-

plary, reflecting the influence .

ef the values instilled in them
by their familles and their
teachers. As Fauah!'s beneficla-
rles, our students come flrst.
We pledge to protect them and
provide for them at all codt

Qur Insplration

It has helped usall to ook o
the history of Hamechameha
Schools for clarifieation, Inspl-
ration and guldance. Charles
Feed Bighop provided the an-
swer (0 Lthe significance of the
name “Hamehameha Schoals”
In & speech entitled “The Pur-
pose of the School,” which he
gavearour first Founder's Day
cbservance, Dec, 13, 1888:

“Bernice Pavahl Bishap, by
founding the Kamehameha
Schools, Intendad to establish
Instfiutions which should be of
lasting banefit to her countri;
and elso to honor the name
Kamshamaha, the most con-
spicuous pame In Polynesian
hiztory, 2 nama with which wa
asgociate ability, courage, patri-
otizm, and generocity.”

Pauahi-recelved .her Insplira-
tien frem her great-grandia-
ther, Kamehameha the Greal
In turn, Na Humu o Kame-
hameha receives [nspiration
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“The sftuation .
Kamehameha Schools
has not changed in
regard to the top-down
management,”

from both Kamehameha and
Pauahl, As educators we sm-
brace Pauahi's cherge to her
people:

"Your life ls before you . ., It
will be what you choore 1o
make it Times will come when
¥ou will feel you are beln

ushed Into the background,
HNaver allow this wo happen . . .
"stand Always on your own foun-
dation, There will come Umas
when to make this stand wil] be
difficult, aspeelally ta you of
Hawailan birth: but connuer
youean . if you will.*

[Pauahl was quated In an ad-
dress delivered by Mrs. Plarre
Jetes, Founder's Day, Dec. 18,
1323.)

We are atlaching a copy af
our “Statement of Concern® ta
the trustees of Kamehameha
Schools Bernlee Payahl Blshep
Estate. This statement was
handed Lo Trustee Chalrman
Rlchard Wong by & Na Pua a
Ke AUY Pavahl spakesperson at
the cilmination of e May 15
march, (The faculty was not al.
lowed to have a representative
deliver this document.)

The siwatlon at Kamshameha |
Scheals has not changed in re-
gard to the rop-down mAnaga-
ment, the unilateral decizion.
making, and the Intimidation in-
tended Lo create a climate of
fear, What has changed {s facul.
Ly morale, We gre anergized.
Wea are determined. We ook to
the future. Things wil] changa,
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Adveriiaar Tenry photogeaph / May 13, 1997
Expressing their frustration, members of the Kamehameha Schools community marchad lrom tha Rayal
Mauscleum In Nusany o the Supreme Court and 12 tha officeq of Bishop Estata on May 15. They
siapped al lolan Palace {sbove) on the way, (The Supreme Court appaints the fiva Bishop Extata

trustees, Kamehameha Schools founder Bemlca Pauahi Bizhop is buried at the mausolaum.)
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