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Introduction

This lesson is for six grade students learning about nature and the use of the internet.

Learning Analysis

Cognitive Characteristics

· Developmental Level – The students are at the Concrete Operations level as defined by Piaget.  You see this as they work on their texture rubbings with a tree bark.  
· Specific Prior Knowledge – Although having prior knowledge in nature is not necessary, having the experience in exploring nature will be a plus in this activity.
Physiological Characteristics

· Sensory Perception – Students will be using their knowledge of their senses to imagine a real-life walk in the woods.
· General Health – Since this will be a virtual walk in the woods, general health is not so much of an issue, but to do an actual walk, health is greatly considered.

Affective Characteristics

· Interest – Most of the students have gained interest in this topic as we have been exploring nature for the past couple of weeks.
· Perceptions of, and Experience with, Specific Forms of Mediation - The students have been exposed to various media when learning about nature.  They have watched videos, viewed images, listened to some sounds of nature from a CD, read some stories, and are looking forward to exploring the presentation on the internet.

Social Characteristics

· Relationship to Peers – Students will be working both in a group and individually.  In a group they will explore the presentation and individually they will write their journals.  
· Tendencies toward Cooperation or Competition – To complete this activity most of the students should at least be able to socialize with other group members and eventually work up towards problem solving.

Learning Context Analysis

My lessons derive from planned monthly thematic units.  I have the basic curriculum that allows me to incorporate lessons from other sources and technology integration is highly included in our lessons.  With this, my classroom is equipped with technological equipment and internet access.     

Objective

Audience: The sixth grade students

Behavior: will explore nature

Condition: by using the internet to explore the presentation “A Walk in the Woods”

Degree: and completing the presentation

Learning Outcome, Justification, and Strategies

The students will acquire intellectual skills through procedures and problem solving as they will follow the process of viewing a specific webpage and working with its contents.  The use of the expository or discovery strategy will support this as the students follow detailed procedures in their exploration of “A Walk in the Woods”. 

AURA

Website: University of Illinois Extension http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/kids/index.html
Authentic: The website was created by the University of Illinois for both students and teachers.  There are existing address and contact information that are present.
Unbiased:  Although it is impossible to avoid some type of bias, this site provides educational information and does not compare its site or discriminate against any other.  
Up-to-date: On this site a calendar is available and has current dates of events from April 18, 2005 to December 29, 2005.
Relevant: The information presented in this site is directly related to the content we are studying.  It has excellent images and facts about nature.
Absent of excessive special effects:  Effects that are present are directly related to the content information.  There are no distracting effects and the website is great!
Expanded Events of Instruction

Introductory Events
1.1 Activate Attention/Gain Attention
· Who has been on a walk in the woods?

· What are some things you need to prepare before you go on your adventure?

· What are some safety precautions you need to be aware of?

· What are some things you would see in the woods?

1.2 Establish Purpose/Inform learner of Purpose

There are many things you can learn by going for a walk in the woods.  You see something different and learn something new each time.

1.3 Arouse Interest and Motivation/Stimulate Learner’s Attention

Show students pictures of things they would see in the woods.  Have students explore with texture rubbings using crayons, paper, and a tree bark.
1.4 Preview the Lesson/Provide Overview

Today we will be going on a virtual walk in the woods.  We will be using the internet to do this exploration.
Body

2.1 Recall Relevant Prior Knowledge/Stimulate Recall of Prior Knowledge
I will ask questions to guide a discussion to stimulate recall of prior knowledge.  
· What are some of the things we need to remember when working with computers?

· What are some challenges we may come across?

· What are some ideas of ways we can overcome these challenges?

As a group, we will go through a KWL chart.  What are some things we know about nature?  What do we want to learn?  And at the end of the lesson we will fill in what we learned.

2.2 Process Information and Examples/Present Information and Examples
Using a projection screen, project my computer screen and review the use of the internet as well as using URL’s and clicking on the links.
2.3 Focus Attention/Gain and Direct Attention

To begin the activity, students will get into groups of three and be assigned computers to use.

2.4 Employ Learning Strategies/Guide or Prompt Use of Learning Strategies

Review procedures/steps orally:
· Step 1 – Turn the computer on.

· Step 2 – Open the web browser

· Step 3 – Type in the URL

· Step 4 – Click on the link “A Walk in the Woods”

· Step 5 – Follow guides

· Step 6 – After completing the presentation, close your web browser

· Step 7 – Properly shut down the computer

2.5 Practice/Elicit Response

· They will turn their computers on, open up the web browser, and type in the following URL: http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/kids/index.html
· They will select the link “A Walk in the Woods” and begin the exploration.

2.6 Evaluate Feedback/Provide Feedback

Students will return back to a whole group and each will share:

·  one thing they enjoyed about their exploration

· a challenge they encountered
· and something they would do differently next time

Conclusion

3.1 Summarize and Review/Provide Summary and Review

There are many aspects of nature.  When we go for a walk in the woods we need to pay close attention to the details – the sound we hear, the smell of fresh air and trees, and the things around us. One important lesson we have to remember is to protect nature by leaving nothing but our footsteps behind.

3.2 Transfer Learning/Enhance Transfer


Students will write a one page journal about their exploration.

3.3 Remotivate and Close/Provide Remediation and Closure

Collect all the journal pages and put them together as a class book “A Walk in the Woods Journal.”
Assessment

4.1 Assess Learning/Conduct Assessment


Each group will be assessed in the following areas:

· Teamwork – working as a team in completing the presentation of “A Walk in the Woods”.

· Completing the presentation.
· Sharing their experience, orally.

· Writing a one page journal.

4.2 Evaluate Feedback and Seek Remediation/Provide Feedback and   

Remediation

Complete the KWL chart from the beginning of the lesson, writing in what we learned.

Each student will receive a “Woods Walker Certificate” that can be printed out at the end of the presentation “A Walk in the Woods”.
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