
Packed House for Third Annual  
All Class Reunion. 

Galiher & Hanabusa Recognized. 

The Alumni Association’s third an-
nual All Class Reunion, held at the Wil-
lows Restaurant on Friday, September 
28, 2007, was a sell-out, with nearly 150 
faculty, students, alumni, and guests at-
tending.  The Association recognized 
Gary O. Galiher ’77 as its Alumnus of the 
Year, and Dean Soifer conferred his 
Dean’s Award on Hon. Colleen Hanabusa 
’77.  The American Judicature Society 
used our event as an occasion to present 
awards to Chief Justice (retired) William 
S. Richardson, to U.S. District Court Sen-
ior Judge Samuel P. King, and to First 
Circuit Court Judge Steven Alm on behalf 
of the Hawaii Opportunity Probation En-
forcement (“HOPE”) Program. 

In all, alumni from 24 different 
classes attended the reunion.  Thanks to 
the Class Contacts for the following reun-
ion classes for their help:  1977—Stuart 
Kaneko; 1982—Debbie Lee and Greg Lui-
Kwan; 1987—Blake Bushnell, Donna 
Gray, Mike Lau and Linda Martell; 1997—
Angela Lovitt and Maura Okamoto; and 
2002—Steve Duck, Leighton Hara, De-
siree Hikida Mokuohai, and Leilani Tan.  
Not surprisingly, given the awardees, the 
Class of 1977 was well represented, with 

(Continued on page 3) 

           After leading four touchdowns 
to three at the half, the alumnae Bru-
zers’ offense sputtered in the second 
half against an aggressive and well-
disciplined defense, and the law stu-
dent Etes came back strong with four 
consecutive second half TDs.  The 
Bruzers tacked on a TD on its last 
drive of the game, but it was too little 
too late, as the Bruzers suffered a 42-
30 defeat in Ete Bowl XXX.  The Bru-
zers’ record now stands at 21 wins, 8 
losses and 1 tie. 
           On the first possession, the 
Bruzers began the scoring with a 
swing pass from quarterback Jill 
Nunokawa ‘88 to running back Elise 
Tsugawa Amemiya ‘00.  After an Ete 
score, the Bruzers answered with a 
short pass in the flat to tight end Mi-
chelle Puu ‘02, who had a defender lit-
erally hanging on her back.  The Etes 
struck back with their second score, 
and the Bruzers countered with an off-
tackle score by Amemiya.  After an-
other Ete score, the Bruzers called on 
Amemiya one more time for a TD that 
took them to a 4-3 TD lead at half-
time. 
           The second half was brutal for 

(Continued on page 3) 

2008 Golf Tournament  
Set for Tuesday, May 20th at Hawaii Prince Golf Club.  

Join our Fun-Loving Tournament Committee. 
 
Alumni golfers—mark your calendars!  This year’s 21st Annual Law School Alumni and 

Friends Benefit Golf Tournament will be held on the afternoon of Tuesday, May 20th at the beautiful 
Hawaii Prince Golf Club in Ewa.  As always, a sumptuous banquet dinner will follow, with many prizes 
and loads of fun. 

If you would be interested in joining our Tournament Committee, please call Tournament Co-
Chair Colin Kurata at 524-2900 or e-mail the Association (lawalum@hawaii.edu). 

Tough Loss for Bruzers  
in Ete Bowl XXX 
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Kari Wilhelm (’83),  
Associate Counsel to  

the University of Hawaii,  
Passes Away.  

 
We are sad to report that Kari Anne Keiko Wilhelm, 49, 

of the Law School’s Class of 1983, passed away on December 19, 
2007.  At the time of her death Kari was the Associate General 
Counsel to the University of Hawaii in charge of risk management.  
Prior to serving in the Office of the General Counsel, Kari had 
served in the Honolulu Prosecutor’s Office and was a partner with 
the Roeca Louie and Hiraoka firm in Honolulu.  Kari was known as 
a tenacious litigator and tireless advocate for the underdog.  She is 
also remembered for her community work, including time volun-
teered to the Sex Abuse Treatment Center. 

Kari attended the Maryknoll Schools from kindergarten 
through high school graduation in 1976.  She then went on to study 
at the University of Hawaii, where she earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree, then her J.D. in 1983. 

Kari is survived by her eight-year-old daughter, Sarah; 
mother, Edith; brother, Karl; and sister, Lori.  Memorial services 
were held at Nuuanu Memorial Park and Sacred Heart Church.  
Kari’s law school classmate and former colleague Paul Goto (’83) 
welcomed the guests, and Arthur and Jody Roeca, David Louie, and 
Keith Hiraoka, all from Roeca Louie & Hiraoka; Ruth Tsujimura, 
from the Office of the General Counsel; and two of Kari’s high 
school friends, Donna Mae Guinasso and Lucy Wong; shared some 
of their memories of Kari. 

Former Labor Board Chair  
Brian Nakamura (’81)  

Passes Away. 
 

Brian Kazuo Nakamura, 56, of Aiea, passed away on December 
27, 2007.  Brian received his B.A. in Political Science from the University 
of Hawaii before attending the Richardson School of Law and receiving his 
J.D. in 1981. 

Brian had a varied career in government, serving on the staffs of 
the Hawaii State Senate, the Campaign Spending Commission, Hawaii’s 
Lieutenant Governor, and U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye.  Most recently, 
Brian had served as the Chair of the Hawaii Labor Relations Board. 
According to a Honolulu Advertiser  obituary, Brian is survived by his wife, Zi 
Hong Nakamura, daughters Brianne Nakamura and Iris Shiroma, son Brad-
ford Shiroma, mother Helen Nakamura, brothers Carl and Mark Naka-
mura, and sister Debra Oda 

Class of 2005 Loses Kengi Aoki. 
 

Kengi Gary Aoki, 28, of Honolulu, an accountant with the Her-
man Tanaka CPA firm, died suddenly at home in early December of 2007.  
Kengi was born in Niigata-Ken, Japan and considered Kealakekua on the 
Big Island his home.  Kengi earned his B.B.A. from the University of Ha-
waii, and graduated from the Richardson School of Law in 2005.  In law 
school, he received CALI Awards as the top student in Business Planning 
and in Estate & Gift Taxation.  Kengi is survived by his mother, Paulette A. 
Hamilton; brother, Naomasa C.; stepfather, Paul Hamilton; and grandfa-
ther, Charles Tanaka. A service was held on Tuesday, December at Hosoi 
Garden Mortuary. 

Alumni Kokua  
with Habitat for Humanity  

to Build Another Home  
on the Waianae Coast. 

 
                On the bright sunny morning of Saturday, 
July 21, 2007 several hardy and compassionate 
Richardson alumni and friends met at the Habitat 
for Humanity Base Yard in central Waianae to vol-
unteer their sweat and time to help build homes for 
three families.  At site one, Shirley Garcia ‘02, Heidi 
Guth ‘02, Sara Young and Aaron removed scaffold-
ing and cleared additional debris from a home that 
was about to get all the trimmings.  Meanwhile, at 
site two, Jill Hasegawa ‘04, Haunani Burns ‘80, 
Wendell Choy ’82, Greg Lui-Kwan ’82, Calvin 
Young ’82, Leslie Young, Liko Soma, Connie Chow 
’06, Daniel Park ’06, Chris Ewan ’05, and Ming Chi 
’05 worked to add trim and drywall to one of the 
largest homes Habitat Leeward has ever con-
structed.  Meanwhile, law student Keith Johnston 
worked with an elite Habitat crew at a site with no 
street name or numbers to begin pouring a con-
crete foundation.  All volunteers were really grateful 
for the experience and all were deeply appreciated 
by the families who will be moving into the homes 
and by the Habitat staff. 

Class of 1977 Holds Bang-Up 30th  Reunion. 
 

              Last September, the Class of 1977 held its 30th class reunion at the 
beautiful home of classmate Gary Galiher and his wife, Diane Ono (’91). 
Poke Stop ably catered the event and classmate Stephanie Rezents 
whipped up some out-of-this-world desserts.  Steve Okumura took pictures, 
did a laptop picture collage of the class’ last reunion, and even made 
class CDs for classmates. 
               Twenty-five (or so) classmates showed up, including guests.  Com-
ing the furthest were Prof. Susan Connor from Chicago and Jeff Hermann 
and his wife, Fran, from Los Angeles.  From the Big Island came Jo Kim and 
Addie Bowman; Lloyd and Diana (Pelletier) Van De Car; Lynn Higashi, and 
husband, Miles; and Jerry and Mahi (’93) Hiatt.  Benni D’Enbeau repre-
sented Maui and the Oahu contingent included Brian Sugimoto; Jim Estes 
and his friend Karon; Rich Lachmann and his wife, Masami; David A. Naka-
shima; Jackie Earle; Roger Moseley and his wife, Heidi; Carol Yamamoto; 
Merv Kotake and his wife, Lynette; Susan Ichinose and her husband, Marty; 
Elbridge Smith; Alexandra Kaan; Gary and Diane; Stephanie; Steve; and 
reunion organizer Stu Kaneko. 
               Thanks to the Class of ’77 golf committee of Jackie Erickson, Barry 
Kurren, Merv Kotake and Diane Ono who put on a wonderful class mini-
tournament on September 28 at the Navy-Marine Golf Course.  Mahalo to 
Roger Moseley, Bank of Hawaii, and First Hawaiian Bank for providing the 
golfers with some prizes and golf tee sets. 
               The Class of 1977 is still putting together its Law School Class of 
1977 Endowed Scholarship Fund.  Checks for this fund can be sent to the 
attention of Jennifer Hee at the William S. Richardson School of Law, 2515 
Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822.  The Class hopes to be able to award 
two scholarships a year. 
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Alumni Tidbits 
If you have any news you would like to share with fel-
low alumni, just send the information by mail or by e-

mail  
at lawalum@hawaii.edu 

1991 – Congratulations to Katherine G. Leonard, who 
was recently appointed by the Governor, and confirmed by 
the State Senate, to serve on the State’s Intermediate Court 
of Appeals.  She becomes only the second alum to serve on 
a Hawaii appellate court. 
1991 & 1994 – Hats off to Lea Hong (’91) and Moses 
Haia, III (’94), who were recognized by the Honolulu Star 
Bulletin as among “Ten Who Made a Difference in 2007.”  
Lea was recognized for her work as the Hawaiian Islands 
Program Director for the Trust for Public Land, and Moses 
for his tireless work on behalf of Native Hawaiians as an 
attorney with the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation. 
1994 – Congratulations to Normand (“Chip”) Lezy on his 
appointment to and confirmation as a member of the State 
Land Use Commission.  Chip is a partner in the law firm of 
Leong Kunihiro Leong & Lezy. 
1995 – Our best wishes to Ernie Martin, who has been 
named Senior Adviser in the City and County of Hono-
lulu’s Department of Community Services.  He had previ-
ously been the director of the Department’s Office of Spe-
cial Projects. 
2004 – Kudos to Tannaz (“Tania”) Simyar, now practicing 
in The Big Apple, who was recently interviewed in the New 
York Times and featured on a New York NBC home buy-
ing show called OpenHouse NYC.  Although the link to the 
Times article is outdated, Tania’s home-buying video can 
be viewed at http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/
bcpid987655381/bctid1155191376 

Student Wellness Initiative  
(Story by Sheela Sharma, Student Services Specialist) 

             As you well know, law student life can be stressful.  As 
the new Student Services Specialist, I have been working with 
Associate Dean Laurie Tochiki to enhance our focus on student 
health and wellness.  We are very proud to introduce the Stu-
dent Wellness Initiative. 
             As part of this developing program, one of our first of-
ferings last semester was an afternoon of stress relief courtesy 
of Elements Spa & Salon (www.elementshawaii.com).  The 
owners of Elements are members of our very own Richardson 
'Ohana.  Class of 2002 graduates, Bree (Kurihara) Komagome 
and Jamie (Tanabe) Cheng, graciously gave back to the law 
school community by providing free massages for our students.  
Two massage therapists from Elements were on campus the 
afternoon of October 19, 2007, converting Seminar Room 4 
into a relaxing haven.  There was an overwhelming student re-
sponse for the free ten-minute massages, and they are still rav-
ing about them.  We are grateful to the therapists from Ele-
ments Spa & Salon and we hope to arrange more events of this 
kind in the future. 
             The Law School is also proud to announce that this se-
mester it will be offering a free yoga class on Monday and 
Wednesday mornings (7:00 – 8:15 a.m.).  Second year law stu-
dent and certified yoga instructor Evan Silberstein will be teach-
ing these classes, which are designed for people at all profi-
ciency levels.  All members of the Richardson 'Ohana are wel-
come to attend, including faculty, staff, students and ALUMNI.  
You can email evansilb@hawaii.edu if you have any questions 
about the class or are interested in attending. 
             For further information on the exciting developments of 
the Student Wellness Initiative, to offer services, or sponsor an 
event in this expanding area of student services, please contact 
me with your ideas at sheela@hawaii.edu. 

the Bruzers, with a stiff Ete defense forcing a number 
of Bruzer turnovers on downs.  The Etes scored four 
straight TDs before the Bruzers scored again on a 15-
yard pass from Nunokawa to running back Jenn Young 
’04 to close out the scoring at 42-30. 
           New players for the Bruzers this year included 
Yvonne Geesey (offensive line) and Sandra Kim 
(defensive back) from the Class of 2007, Ellen Politano 
’80 (defensive end), who returned to the team after a 
25-year hiatus, and Traci Morita ’02, who has returned 
home after practicing on the mainland the past few 
years.  The Etes, who had been practicing regularly 
since early September, were well coached and well dis-
ciplined and were the better team on game day. 
           The Bruzers would like to thank the Etes for 
hosting a well-attended and ono post-game luau.  They 
would also like to thank their team managers (Haunani 
Burns ‘80, Linda Chow ‘88, Pam Larson ‘85, Rosemary 
McShane ‘81, and Julie Padron) and their coaches 
(David Arakawa ’81, James Hoapili, Mark Hakoda, Seth 
Harris ‘01, Steve Teves ’90 and Jim Williston ’78) for 
their help with this year’s game. 

(Continued from page 1) 
over 15 attendees, including Judge Lloyd and 
Diana Van De Car from Hilo. The Class of 1987 
had the largest class turnout, with a contingent 
of 20 classmates and guests, including Michele 
Wallace coming in from Minnesota and Rick 
Kersenbrock and his wife, Kitty, coming in from 
California. 
          We thank the Willows for a great venue 
and terrific kamaaina buffet and Kevin Chang 
and Stan Tibayan of Kupa`aina for their mellow 
Hawaiian stylings.  Finally, mahalo to our event 
committee:  Debbie Lee ‘02 (emcee), Ming Chi 
‘05, Jill Hasegawa ’04, Haunani Burns ‘80, Greg 
Lui-Kwan ‘02, Linda Martell ‘87 and Jim Willis-
ton ’78. 
          If you missed this year’s party, join us 
for our Fifth Annual All Class Reunion in 2008, 
when we will be especially recognizing the spe-
cial anniversary classes of 1978, 1983, 1988, 
1993, 1998, and 2003.  The event is currently 
planned for late September. 


