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Titanic, the Belfast built White start line Royal Mail Steamship was often called the “Ship of Dreams” as for it was.  Titanic brought the term “floating Palace” into the language.  It was, at the time, the largest man-made object ever made.  On March 31, 1909, the keel was laid and it entered the waters of Belfast Lough on May 31, 1911.  A crowd of over 100,000 gathered for the event.  For special vantage points, sightseers were charged and the proceeds went to local hospitals.  First class tickets were sold at $3,100 (equivalent to $124,000 today) and as some passengers remembered, most were the oak paneling on the first class floor and of course, the oak and bronze grand staircase.  On April 10, 1912, Titanic left South Hampton with 2,223 people on board on their maiden voyage from Europe to New York.  Titanic crew members had received warnings of an Ice Field on Sunday, April 14 but in an unsuccessful attempt to beat sister ship, the Oylmpic record, Titanic collided at 12:25a.m. With an iceberg that was sticking 60ft. out of water.  Though it was called the “unsinkable” and having dimensions of 833ft. (1/6 mile) long, 92ft. wide, and weighing 46,328 tons, the bow of the Titanic broke apart at 2:20a.m. the dreadful morning of April 15, 1912 and plunged into the North Atlantic ocean off the coast of Newfoundland, Canada.  With the waters reaching a freezing temperature of –28 degrees F, 1518 souls were lost.  Having only enough lifeboats for 1,178 people is a wonder why they weren’t prepared.  At 4:10a.m. the first lifeboat, No.2 was picked up by rescue ship Carpathia and by 8:30a.m. the last life boast was picked up with a total of 705 survivors.  Only 4 survivors were picked up out of the water by the one and only lifeboat that went back to look for survivors.  Halifax, the dead end point of the Titanic became, in the words of a doctor, known as a “City of Funerals.”
