Syllabus:  History 421, Russian History and Civilization

Teacher:  Kevin Patrick

patrickk@dop.hawaii.edu    or    kpatrick@hawaii.edu
http://www2.hawaii.edu/~kpatrick/classes.html
1550 Wilder Avenue #A804, Honolulu, HI 96822

Text:   A History of Russia by Nicholas Riasanovsky

Other readings may be distributed throughout the course.

Objectives:

Be able to describe the formation of the early Russian nation.

Be able to describe the rise of the fall of Czarist Russia

Be able to describe the impact of communism on Russia and the world.

Course Requirements:

For each class, four students will be assigned to find, reference (provide me with a copy unless it is a book or object that costs more than $2.00 to reproduce) and report for five minutes on an article, news report, movie, poem, piece of art, song or other subject that relates to Russian history or society.  This can be a current event.

Mid-term paper is due at Week 5.  You must write a paper that is at least five pages long on a topic of your choice related to Russian history.  I must approve the topic in advance.  Please see the paper requirements noted below.

Final paper is due at Week 11.  You must write a paper that is at least ten pages long on a topic of your choice related to Russian history.  I must approve the topic in advance.  Please see the paper requirements noted below.

Missed classes:  for every unexcused absence from an entire class, you may either take a ten-point deduction from your final GPA for the entire class, or write a five-page paper with footnotes and bibliography (please see paper requirements).

Grading:

35% class participation

30% mid-term paper

35% final paper

Extra credit opportunities are available:

**  Two-and-a-half page paper excluding footnotes and a bibliography are worth up to an additional five points to your GPA when computing your final grade.  They can never hurt your grade.

**  A ten-minute oral presentations pre-approved by me, and scheduled in advance, can also add up to an additional five points to your GPA when computing your final grade.  They can never hurt your grade.

A = 90 to 100%

B = 80 to 89%

C = 70 to 79%

D = 60 to 69%

F = 59% or below

Participation:  Please arrive on time for class, have your presentation ready (if applicable), and be prepared to discuss the scheduled subject.

Paper Requirements:

All papers must be on 8.5 by 11 inch paper;

No hand written papers will be accepted;

A title page does not constitute one of the required pages;

It must be double spaced;

Twelve-point font must be used throughout the paper (footnotes excluded);

It must have one-inch margins on the top, bottom, left and right sides.

The first line of each paragraph must be indented no more than a half inch;

No more than a double space between paragraphs;

Footnotes and bibliography must be included.  The bibliography does not count toward the required minimum length of the paper.

January 15, 2003, Week 1

Introduction, Geography and Kievan Russia

January 22, 2003, Week 2,

Appanage Russia

Read pages 63 through 139 of A History of Russia

January 29, 2003, Week 3,

Muscovite Russia

Read pages 143 through 209 of A History of Russia

February 5, 2003, Week 4

Peter the Great through Paul

Read pages 213 through 275 of A History of Russia

February 12, 2003, Week 5

Russian Society and Economic development in the Eighteenth Century

Read pages 276 through 299 of A History of Russia

Mid-term paper due

Mid-term Teacher Evaluation

February 19, 2003, Week 6

Alexander I through Nicholas II

Read pages 300 through 421 of A History of Russia

February 26, 2003, Week 7

Russian Society, Culture and Economic development in the Nineteenth Century

Read pages 422 through 452 of A History of Russia

March 5, 2003, Week 8

The Russian Revolution and the Birth of the Soviet Union

Read pages 453 through 508 of A History of Russia

March 12, 2003, Week 9

Soviet Foreign Policy and World War II

Read pages 509 through 566 of A History of Russia

March 19, 2003, Week 10

Culture, the Cold War and Beyond

Read pages 567 through 629 of A History of Russia

March 26, 2003, Week 11

Final paper due

Wrap-up

Final paper due

Teacher Evaluation
