March 12, 2003, Week 9--Soviet Foreign Policy and World War II

Terms

Cominform/comintern—Communist International
Ouster— 1 a : a wrongful dispossession b : a judgment removing an officer or depriving a corporation of a franchise
scorched earth policy—

Diplomacy— 1 : the art and practice of conducting negotiations between nations
2 : skill in handling affairs without arousing hostility, tact

Rapprochement— establishment of or state of having cordial relations 

Chiang Kai-shek--Head of the Nationalist government in China (1928-49) and later in Taiwan (1949-75). After receiving military training in Tokyo, in 1918 he joined Sun Yat-sen, leader of the Guomindang, which was trying to consolidate control over a nation in chaos. In the 1920s Chiang became commander in chief of the revolutionary army, which he sent to crush warlords active in the north (see Northern Expedition). In the 1930s he and Wang Jingwei vied for control of a new central government with its capital at Nanjing. Faced with Japanese aggression in Manchuria and Communist opposition led by Mao Zedong in the hinterland, Chiang decided to crush the Communists first. This proved to be a mistake, and Chiang was forced into a temporary alliance with the Communists when war broke out with Japan in 1937. After the war China's civil war resumed, culminating in the Nationalists' flight to Taiwan in 1949, where Chiang ruled, supported by U.S. economic and military aid, until his death, when his son, Chiang Ching-kuo, took up the reins of government. His years ruling Taiwan, though dictatorial, oversaw the island's economic development and increasing prosperity even in the face of its precarious geopolitical position. His failure to keep control of mainland China has been attributed to poor morale among his troops, lack of responsiveness to popular sentiment, and lack of a coherent plan for making the deep social and economic changes China required.
Workdays—a unit of labor that was not actual days, and used by the Kolkhoz
Machine Tractor Station—provided mechanized aid to the collectives, especially at harvest time, and helped coordinate the work of different Kolkhozes, thereby adding another controlling level to the collectives farms

Kolkhoz—collective farm owned by all the members and responsible for delivering and assigned amount of produce to the state and controlled by the state.  The produce of the farm was divided into three parts:  

--the first went to the state in the form of a tax or levy and would be paid for at s price set by the state which might or might not be a fair price for the food;

--the second part was for seed and turned over to the Machine Tractor Station;

--members of the collective received an allocation of the produce based on their workdays;

--lastly, a portion went into the general collective fund for social, cultural or other needs.

Each member also had small private plots 

Sovkhoz—and agricultural factory owned by the state with peasants providing the hired labor.

Nepmen--small businessmen who arose in the wake of Lenin’s 1921 New Economic Policy that privatized small industry

Kulak--prosperous peasants who arose in the wake of Lenin’s 1921 New Economic Policy that liberalized state farming demands.  Was a pre-Soviet term that alluded to exploitation and greed

Soviet-- 1 : an elected governmental council in a Communist country
2 plural, capitalized a :  Bolsheviks   b : the people and especially the political and military leaders of the USSR


Marxism— the political, economic, and social principles and policies advocated by Marx; especially : a theory and practice of socialism including the labor theory of value, dialectical materialism, the class struggle, and dictatorship of the proletariat until the establishment of a classless society

Proletariat— 1 : the lowest social or economic class of a community
2 : the laboring class; especially : the class of industrial workers who lack their own means of production and hence sell their labor to live 

"The proletariat is that class in society which lives entirely from the sale of its labor power and does not draw profit from any kind of capital; whose weal and woe, whose life and death, whose sole existence depends on the demand for labor...

Dialectics is the method of reasoning which aims to understand things concretely in all their movement, change and interconnection, with their opposite and contradictory sides in unity

Dialectics is a method of thinking and interpreting the world of both nature and society.  It is a way of looking at the universe, which sets out from the axiom that everything is in a constant state of change and flux.  But not only that.  Dialectics explains that change and motion involve contradiction and can only take place through contradictions.  So instead of a smooth, uninterrupted line of progress, we have a line which is interrupted by sudden and explosive periods in which slow, accumulated changes (quantitative change) undergoes a rapid acceleration, in which quantity is transformed into quality.  Dialectics is the logic of contradiction.  
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