INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF
ALL FORMSOF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by
General Assembly resolution 2106 (XX) of 21 December 1965;
entry into force 4 January 1969, in accordance with Article 19

The SatesPartiesto this Convertion,

Considering that the Charter of the United Nations is based on the
principles of the dignity and equality inherert in all human beings, and
that all Member States have pledged themslves to take joint and
separate action, in co-operaton with the Organizaion, for the
achHevemernt of one of the purposes of the United Nations which is to
promote and encourage universal regect for and observance of human
rights and fundamental freecbms for all, without distinction asto race,
sex, language or religion,

Considering that the Universal Declaraion of Human Rights proclaims
that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and
that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set out theren,
without distinction of any kind, in particular asto race,colour or national
origin,

Considering that all human beings are equal before the law and are
ertitled to equal protecion of the law against any discrimination and
against ary incitement to discrimination,

Considering that the United Nations has condemred colonialism ard all
practces of segegation and discrimination associated therewith, in
whatever form and wherewer they exist, and that the Declaraion on the
Grarnting of Indeperdence to Codonial Countries and Pe@les of 14
December 1960 (Gereral Assemby resolution 1514 (XV)) hasaffirmed
and solemny proclaimedthe necesity of bringing themto a speed/ and
unconditional end,

Considering that the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of
All Forms of Recial Discrimination of 20 November 1963 (Gereral
Assembly resolution 1904 (XVIII)) solemnly affirms the necessity of
speedly eliminating racial discrimination throughout the world in all its
forms and manifegations and of secuing underganding of and repect
for the dignity of the humanperson,

Convincedthat any doctrine of superiority based on racial differentiation
is scientifically false, morally condemnade, socially unjust and
dangeraus, and that there is no justificaion for racial discrimination, in
theary or in pracice, anywhere
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Redffirming that discrimination betweenhumanbeings on the grounds of
race colour or ethnic origin is an obstacle to friendly and peacefu
relaions amang nations and is caphe of disturbing peaceand security
amag peoles and the harmay of persons living side by side even
within one and the same State,

Convincedthat the existerce of racial barriersis repugnart to the ideak
of any humansociety,

Alarmed by marifesations of racial discrimination still in evidence in
some areasof the world and by governmertal policies based on racial
superiority or hatred, such as policies of apartheid, segegation or
separaton,

Reslvedto adopt all necesary measuresfor speedly eliminating radal
discrimination in all its forms and marifegdations, and to prevent and
combat racist doctrines and practicesin order to promote underganding
between races and to build an intermational community free from all
formsof racial segregation and racial discrimination,

Bearing in mind the Convertion concerring Discrimination in regect of
Employmert and Occupation adopted by the Intermational Labour
Organisation in 1958, and the Convention against Discrimination in
Education adopted by the United Nations Educational, Sciertific and
Cultural Organization in 1960,

Desring to implemert the principles embodied in the United Nations
Declaraion on the Elimination of Al I Forms of Racial Discrimination
and to secue the ealied adoption of practical measiresto that end,

Have agreedas follows
PART |
ARTICLE

1. In this Convertion, the term "racial discrimination” shall meanany
distinction, exclusion, redriction or prefererce basedon race, caour,
de<cert, or national or ethnic origin which hasthe purpose or effect
of nullifying or impairing the recagnition, erjoymert or exercise, on
an equal footing, of humanrights and fundamertal freedbms in the
political, ecanomic, social, cultural or any other field of public life.

2. This Convertion shall not apply to distinctions, exclusions,
redrictions or preferences made by a State Paty to this Convention
betweencitizers and non-citizers.

3. Nothing in this Convertion may be interpreted as affecing in any
way the legal provisions of States Paries concerning nationality,
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citizership or naturalizaton, provided that such provisions do not
discriminate against any particular nationality.

4. Special meaaures taken for the sole purpose of secuing adequate
advarcemert of certain racial or ethnic groups or individuals
requiring such protecion asmay be necesary in orderto ensure such
groups or individuals equal erjoymert or exercise of human rights
and fundamenal freedoms shall not be deemedracial discrimination,
provided, however, that such measires do not, as a consequerce,
leadto the mainterance of separak rights for differert racial groups
and that they shall not be continued after the objecives for which
they weretaken have beenachieved.

ARTICLE 2

1. StatesPariescondemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue
by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating
racial discrimination in all its forms and promating underdanding
amang all races and, to thisend:

a. Each State Party undertakesto engage in no actor practce
of radal discrimination against persons, groups of persons or
institutions and to en sure that all public authorities and
public ingtitutions, national and local, shall actin conformity
with this obligation;

b. Each State Pary undertakes not to sponsor, defend or
support racial discriminaton by arny persons or
organizatons;

c. Each State Party shall take effective measures to review
governrmental, national and local policies and to amerd,
reind or nullify any laws and regulations which have the
effect of creding or perpetuating racial discrimination
wherever it exists;

d. Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all
appropriate mears, including legslaton as required by
circumgances racial discrimination by any persons, group
or organization;

e. Each State Party undertakes to encourage, where
appropriate, integationist multiracial organizatons and
movemerts and other mears of eliminating barriers between
races and to discourage anything which tends to strengthen
racial division.

2. States Pariesshall, when the circumsancesso warrant, take, in the
social, ecanomic, cultural and other fields, special and concreie
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measires to emsure the adequate development and protecion of
ceriain racial groups or individuals belonging to them, for the
purpose of guararteeing themthe full and equal enjoymert of human
rights and fundamental freedoms. These measiresshall in no cas en
tail asa con sequence the mainterance of unequal or separat rights
for different racial groups after the objecives for which they were
takenhave beenacheved

ARTICLE 3

States Paties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid and
undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradcate all practicesof this naturein
territoriesunder their jurisdiction.

ARTICLE4

States Parfes condemn all propaganda and all organizatons which are
based on ideasor theariesof superiority of one race or group of persons
of one cdour or ethnic origin, or which atempg to justify or promote
racial hatred and discrimination in arny form, and undertake to adopt
immedate and positive measiresdesgned to eradcat all incitemer to,
or acts of, such discrimination and, to this end, with due regard to the
principles emtodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the rights expressly setforthin article 5 of this Convertion, interalia:

a. Shall declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of
ideasbased on racial superiority or hatred, incitemert to racial
discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitemert to
such acts against any raceor group of persons of another colour
or ethnic origin, and also the provision of any assistance to racist
activities including the financing thered;

b. Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizaions, and also
organized and all other propaganda activities which promote
and incite racial discrimination, and shall recagnize participation
in such organizations or acivities as an offence punishalde by
law;

c. Shall not permit public auhoritiesor public institutions, national
or local, to promote or incite racial discrimination.

ARTICLES

In compliance with the fundamertal obligations laid down in article 2 of
this Convertion, States Paties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate
racial discrimination in all its forms and to guarantee the right of
everyone, without distinction as to race, coour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notaldy in the ernjoyment of the
following rights:
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1. Theright to equal treatment before the tribunals and all other organs
administering justice;

2. The right to secuity of person and protecton by the State against
violence or bodily harm,whether inflicted by governmernt offi cials or
by any individual group or institution;

3. Pditical rights, in particular the right to participate in elecions-to
vote and to stard for elecion-on the bads of universal arnd equal
suffrage, to take part in the Governrment aswell asin the conduct of
public affairs atany level and to have equal acces to public service;

4. Othercivil rights, in particular:

Vi.

Vii.

The right to freedbm of movemert and resdence within the
border of the State;

The right to leawe any country, including one's own, and to
return to one's country;

iii. Theright to nationality;

. Theright to marriage and choice of spouse;

The right to own property alone as well asin association
with others

Theright to inherit;

Theright to freecbm of thought, conscience ard religion;

viii.Theright to freecbm of opinion and expression;

iX.

Theright to freecbm of peacefu assemby and association;

5. Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

The rights to work, to freechoice of employmert, to just and
favourabde conditions of work, to protecion against
unemgdoymert, to equal pay for equal work, to just and
favourable remuneraton;

The right to form and join trade unions,

iii. Theright to housing;

. The right to public heath, medcal care, social secuity and

social senvices
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v. Theright to education and training;
vi. Theright to equal participation in cultural activities

6. The right of acces to any place or service intended for use by the
gereral public, such as transport hotels, redaurarts, cafes theates
and parks.

ARTICLEG6

States Partes shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction effecive
protecion and remedes through the competent national tribunals and
other State institutions, against any acts of racial discrimination which
violate his human rights and fundameral freedbms contrary to this
Convertion, as well as the right to seek from such tribunals just and
adequate reparaton or satisfaction for any damage sufferedasa reault of
such discrimination.

ARTICLE7

States Parties undertake to adopt immedate and effective measires
particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and informaton,
with a view to combating prejudiceswhich leadto racial discrimination
and to promating underdanding, tolerarce and friendship amang nations
and racial or ethnical groups, aswell asto propagating the purposesand
principlesof the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaraton on the Elimination of
All Formsof Recial Discrimination, and this Convertion.

PART Il
ARTICLE 8

1. There shall be edabished a Committeeon the Elimination of Racal
Discrimination (herenafter referred to asthe Committee) consisting
of eighteen experts of high moral standing and acknowledged
impartiality eleced by States Paries from among their nationals,
who shall serve in their personal capacity, consideraion being given
to equitalde geographical distribution and to the represertation of the
different forms of civilizaion as well as of the principal legal
systems

2. The membersof the Committeeshall be elected by secaret ballot from
a list of perons nominated by the States Paries Each State Pary
may nominate one person from among its own nationals.

3. Theinitial elecion shall be held six months after the date of the entry
into force of this Convertion. At leag three months before the date
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of eachelection the Secetary-Gereral of the United Nations shall
address a letter to the States Paries inviting them to submit their
nominations within two months. The Secretary-Generd shall prepare
alist in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating
the States Parieswhich have nominated them, and shall submit it to
the StatesParties

4. Electons of the memkers of the Committee shall be held at a
meetng of States Paries convered by the Secretary-Gereral at
United Nations Headjuarters. At that meetng, for which two thirds
of the States Patiesshall constitute a quorum, the persons electedto
the Committee shall be nomineeswho obtain the larges number of
votesand an absolute majority of the votesof the represenatives of
StatesPartiespresent and voting.

a. The membersof the Committeeshall be electedfor atermof
four years However, the terms of nine of the members
elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two
years immedately after the first elecion the namesof these
nine memters shall be chosen by lot by the Chairmanof the
Committee;

b. For the filling of casial vacarcies the State Party whose
expert hascea®dto function asa member of the Committee
shall appoint amother expert from amamg its nationals,
subjectto the approval of the Committee

c. States Parties shall be regponsible for the experses of the
membersof the Committeewhile they arein performance of
Committee duties (amendment (see Gereral Assembdy
reolution 47/111 of 16 Decenber 1992); status of
ratification)

ARTICLE9

1. States Paties undertake to submit to the Seaetary-Genreral of the
United Nations, for consideraion by the Committee,a report on the
legsdlative, judicial, administrative or other measrres which they
have adopted and which give effect to the provisions of this
Convertion:

a. Within one year after the entry into force of the Convertion
for the State concerned, and

b. Thereafter every two yearsand whenever the Committee so
requeds. The Committee may requed further information
from the StatesParties
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2. The Committeeshall report amually, through the Secretary General,
to the Gereral Assembly of the United Nations on its activitiesand
may make suggedions and gereral recanmerdations based on the
examination of the reports and informaton receved from the States
Paries Suwch suggedions and gereral recommerdations shall be
reported to the Gereral Assemty together with commerts, if any,
from StatesPaties

ARTICLE 10
1. The Committeeshall adopt its own rulesof procedure.
2. The Committeeshall elect its offi cers for atemm of two years

3. The secretariat of the Committee shall be provided by the Secetary
Gereral of the United Nations.

4. The meetngs of the Committee shall normally be held at United
Nations Headquarters

ARTICLE 11

1. If a State Party considersthat another State Party is not giving effect
to the provisions of this Convertion, it may bring the mater to the
attertion of the Committee The Committee shall then transmit the
communication to the State Party concerned Within three months,
the receving State shall submit to the Committee written
explarations or statemerts clarifying the mater and the remedy, if
ary, that may have beentakenby that State.

2. If the materis not adusted to the satisfaction of both parties either
by bilateral negotiations or by arny other procedure open to them,
within six months after the recept by the receving State of the initial
communicafon, either State shall have the right to refer the mater
again to the Committee by notifying the Committee and also the
other State.

3. The Committeeshall deal with a matter referred to it in accadance
with paragaph 2 of this article after it has asertained that all
available domegic remedeshave beeninvoked and exhausted in the
ca, in conformity with the gererally recanized principles of
international law. This shall not be the rule where the application of
the remedesis unreaonahlly prolonged

4. In ary mater referedto it, the Committee may call upon the States
Pariesconcerredto supply any other relevant informaton.

5. Whenarny mater arising out of this article is being consideredby the
Committee, the States Parties concerned shall be ertitled to send a
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repreenative to take part in the proceedngs of the Committee,
without voting rights, while the mater is under consideraton.

ARTICLE 12

1. After the Committee hasobtained and collated all the informaion it
deemsnecesary, the Chairmanshall appoint an ad hoc Conciliation
Commission (herenafter referred to asthe Commission) comprising
five persons who may or may not be memkersof the Committee The
members of the Commission shall be appointed with the unanimous
consent of the partiesto the dispute, and its good offi ces shall be
mack availale to the States concerred with a view to an amicale
solution of the mater on the bass of regectfor this Convertion;

a. If the States parties to the dispute fail to reachageemen
within three months on all or part of the composition of the
Commission, the memters of the Commission not agreed
upon by the States parties to the dispute shall be elected by
secretballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the Committee
from among its own memtlers

b. The members of the Commission shall serve in their
personal capacity. They shall not be nationals of the States
parties to the dispute or of a State not Paty to this
Convertion.

2. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own
rulesof procedure.

3. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at United
Nations Headjuarters or at any other converient placeasdetermined
by the Commission.

4. The secetariat provided in accadance with article 10, paragaph 3,
of this Convertion shall also service the Commission whenever a
dispute amang StatesPartiesbrings the Commission into being.

5. The States partiesto the dispute shall shareequally all the expenses
of the memtlersof the Commission in accadance with edimatesto
be providedby the Secretary-Genreral of the United Nations.

6. The Secretary-Genreral shall be empowered to pay the expenses of
the membersof the Commission, if necesary, before reimbursemert
by the Statespartiesto the dispute in accardance with paragaph 6 of
thisarticle.

7. The information obtained and cdllated by the Committee shall be
mace availabe to the Commission, and the Commission may call
upon the Statesconcernedto supply any otherrelevart informaton.
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ARTICLE 13

1. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, it shall
prepare and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report
emlodying its findings on all quegions of fact relevant to the issue
between the partiesand containing such recanmerdations asit may
think proper for the amicale solution of the dispute.

2. The Chairmanof the Committeeshall communicat the report of the
Commission to eachof the Statespartiesto the dispute. These States
shall, within three months, inform the Chairman of the Committee
whether or not they accept the recanmendations contained in the
report of the Commission.

3. After the period provided for in paragaph 2 of this article, the
Chairman of the Committee shall communicat the report of the
Commission and the declaratons of the States Paties concerred to
the other StatesPartiesto this Convertion.

ARTICLE 14

1. A State Pary may at any time declare that it recanizes the
competerce of the Committee to receve and consider
communicafions from individuals or groups of individuals within its
jurisdiction claiming to be victims of a violation by that State Party
of any of the rights set forth in this Convertion. No communication
shall be received by the Committeeif it concerrs a State Paty which
hasnot made such a declaration.

2. Any State Paty which makes a declaration as provided for in
paragaph | of this article may edallish or indicate a body within its
national legal order which shall be competent to receive and consider
petitions from individuals and groups of individuals within its
jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation of any of the
rights set forth in this Convention and who have exhausted other
availablelocal remedes

3. A declaraion macde in accardance with paragaph 1 of this article
and the name of any body egabished or indicatd in accadarnce
with paragaph 2 of this article shall be deposited by the State Paty
concerred with the Secgetary-Genreral of the United Nations, who
shall transmit copiesthered to the other StatesParies A declaration
may be withdrawn at arny time by notificaion to the Seaetary-
Gereral but such a withdrawal shall not affect communications
pending before the Committee.

4. A regster of petitions shall be kept by the body edabished or
indicatedin accadance with paragaph 2 of this article, and cerified
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copies of the regster shall be filed amually through appropriate
chamels with the Secetary-Gereral on the underdanding that the
conterts shall not be publicly disclosed

5. In the evert of failure to obtain satisfacton from the body
edalished or indicaied in accadance with paragaph 2 of this
article, the petitioner shall have the right to communicate the mater
to the Committeewithin six months.

(@) The Committee shall confidentially bring ary
communicafion referred to it to the attertion of the State
Pary alleged to be violating any provision of this
Convertion, but the identity of the individual or groups of
individuals concerred shall not be reveakd without his or
their express consent. The Committee shall not receive
anonymous communications;

(b) Within three months, the receiving State shall submit to the
Committee written explanations or statements clarifying the
mater and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by
that State.

(a) The Committee shall consider communicatons in the light
of all informaton mack availade to it by the State Pary
concerred and by the petitioner. The Committee shall not
consider any communicaion from a petitioner unless it has
ageriained that the petitioner has exhauwsted all availabe
domedgic remedes However, this shall not be the rule where
the application of the remedesis unreawnaly prolonged

(b) The Committee shall forward its suggedions amd
recanmerdations, if any, to the State Party concerned and to
the petitioner.

8. The Committeeshall include in its amual report a summary of such
communicaions and, where appropriate, a summary of the
explanations and statemeris of the StatesPatiesconcernedand of its
own suggedions and recanmendations.

9. The Committeeshall be competent to exercise the functions provided
for in this article only when at leag ten States Parties to this
Convertion are bound by declaraions in accadance with paragaph
| of thisarticle.

ARTICLE 15
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1. Perding the achevemen of the objectves of the Declaraton on the

3.

4.

Granting of Indeperdence to Colonial Countries and Pe@les
contained in Gereral Assembly reslution 1514 (XV) of 14
December 1960, the provisions of this Convertion shall in no way
limit the right of petition granted to thes pemles by other
international instrumerts or by the United Nations ard its specialized
acercies

a. The Committee egabished under article 8, paragaph 1, of
this Convertion shall receive copies of the petitions from,
and submit expressions of opinion and recanmerdations on
these petitions to, the bodies of the United Nations which
deal with maters direcly related to the principles ard
objectives of this Convertion in their consideraton of
petitions from the inhabtants of Trust and Non-Sef-
Governing Territories and all other territories to which
Gereral AssemHly reslution 1514 (XV) applies relating to
maters covered by this Converntion which are before these
bodies

b. The Committee shall receve from the competert bodies of
the United Nations copies of the reports concerning the
legslative, judicial, administrative or other measiresdirecty
related to the principles and objectves of this Convention
apmlied by the administering Powers within the Territories
mertioned in subparagaph (a) of this paragaph, and shall
express opinions and make recanmerdatons to these
bodies

The Committee shall include in its report to the General Assenbly a
summay of the petitions and reports it has receved from United
Nations bodies and the expressions of opinion and recanmendations
of the Committeerelating to the said petitions and reports.

The Committee shall reques from the Secetary-Gereral of the
United Nations all information relevant to the objectives of this
Convertion and availale to him regarding the Territoriesmertioned
in paragaph 2 (a) of thisarticle.

ARTICLE 16

The provisions of this Converntion concerring the settlemen of disputes
or complaints shall be applied without prejudice to other proceduresfor
settling disputesor complaints in the field of discrimination laid down in
the constituert instrumerts of, or convertions adopted by, the United
Nations and its specialized agercies ard shall not prevent the States
Pariesfrom having recaurse to other proceduresfor settling a dispute in
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accadance with gereral or special intermational ageenens in force
betweenthem.

PART IlI
ARTICLE 17

1. This Convertion is open for signature by any State Member of the
United Nations or member of any of its specializedagercies by arny
State Party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice,and by
arny other State which hasbeeninvited by the Gereral Assembly of
the United Nations to becane a Paty to this Convertion.

2. This Convertion is subjectto ratificaion. Instrumerts of ratificaton
shall be depositedwith the Segetary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 18

This Convertion shall be open to accesion by arny State referred to in
article 17, paragaph 1, of the Convertion. 2. Accession shall be effected
by the deposit of aninstrumen of acession with the Secetary-Gereral
of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 19

1. This Convertion shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the
date of the deposit with the Secetary-Gereral of the United Nations
of the twenty-seventh instrumert of ratificaion or instrumert of
accesion.

2. For eachState ratifying this Convention or accedng to it after the
deposit of the twenty-severth instrumert of ratification or instrumert
of accesion, the Convertion shall erter into force on the thirtieth
day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratificaton
or instrumert of accesion.

ARTICLE 20

1. The Secetary-Gereral of the United Nations shall receve amd
circulate to all States which are or may becane Paries to this
Convertion reservations mack by Statesat the time of ratificaion or
accesion. Any State which objects to the reservation shall, within a
period of ninety days from the date of the said communication,
notify the Secretary-General thatit doesnot accept it.

2. A resrvation incompatible with the object and purpose of this
Convertion shall not be pemitted, nor shall a reservation the effect
of which would inhibit the operaton of any of the bodiesegalished
by this Convention be allowed. A reservation shall be considered
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incompatible or inhibitive if atleas two thirds of the StatesPariesto
this Convertion objectto it.

3. Rervations may be withdrawn at any time by notificaton to this
effect addressed to the Seaetary-Gereral. Such notificaion shall
take effect on the date on whichit is received

ARTICLE 21
A State Party may denounce this Convertion by written notificaton to
the Secgetary-Genreral of the United Nations. Derunciation shall take
effect one yea after the date of recept of the notificaion by the
Secetary Gereral.
ARTICLE 22
Any dispute between two or more States Paries with regect to the
interpretation or applicaton of this Convertion, which is not settled by
negotiation or by the procedures expresly provided for in this
Convertion, shall, at the requed of any of the partiesto the dispute, be
refered to the Intermational Court of Justice for decision, unless the
disputants agreeto another mode of settlemert.
ARTICLE 23
1. A requed for the revision of this Convertion may be mace at any
time by any State Pary by mears of a notificaion in writing
addressedto the Secretry-General of the United Nations.

2. The Gereral Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the
steps, if any, to be takenin regect of sucharequed.

ARTICLE 24
The Secretary-Gereral of the United Nations shall inform all States
referedto in article 17, paragaph 1, of this Convention of the following
particulars
a. Signatures ratificaions and acessions under articles17 and 18;

b. The date of entry into force of this Convertion under article 19;

c. Communicaions and declaratons received under articles 14, 20
and 23;

d. Denunciations under article 21.

ARTICLE 25
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1. This Convertion, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally auhentic, shall be deposited in the
archvesof the United Nations.

2. The Secaetary-Gereral of the United Nations shall transmit cerified
copies of this Convertion to all States belonging to any of the
catgoriesmertionedin article 17, paragaph 1, of the Convertion.



