
PHILOSOPHY 101 Student____________________________

Spring 2009
Writing Assignment 1
Due Tuesday, February 24

General Instructions: Attach this page to the front of your paper. Do not put any plastic covers on your

paper. All papers must be properly word processed or typed with 1" margins on the top, sides and bottom.

Use double-spacing and no larger than 12pt font.

Write a 4-5 page response to one of the following topics:
 
The Bhagavad Gita
Explain the setting of the Bhagavad Gita and the dilemma faced by Arjuna. What is Krishna’s advice to
Arjuna?  How does the Bhagavad Gita express the central teachings of the Upanishads?  What do you
think of Krishna’s advice to Arjuna and the teachings given?  What positive or negative consequences to
you find in these teachings? To what extent are they relevant today?  

 

Grading

1) Writing
Grammar and spelling, composition and style. Your essay should
be well organized. There should be an introduction, development
of a theme, and a conclusion.

2) Philosophical Content
The essay should reflect an adequate understanding of the texts.
Your exposition of the text should include at least two quotations
from the primary text material. All quotes should be properly
marked within the text and must include a reference to the text
cited. 

3) Commentary                                         
Your own thoughtful reflections on the topic.

Maximum Points

         
20 _______

              
50 _______

 30 _______
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General Guidelines

A good essay in philosophy is one which is well written, has a decent exposition of a

philosophical view or theory, and has some thoughtful reflection about that view.  In the

exposition the aim is to summarize and explain as best as possible the view under consideration,

as in this case, what Krishna’s advice is to Arjuna in the  Bhagavad Gita.  In order to do this one

would have to explain some of the central teachings of the Upanishads.  Pretend you are trying to

explain this to someone not in this class, someone who has not necessarily read the Upanishads

or the Bhagavad Gita.  Find a few citations from the texts to show the reader directly what

Krishna’s advice is and how his teachings express the teachings of the Upanishads.  

Next, in your commentary, explain what you think about this philosophy.  What do you

think is good or not so good about this view?  Try to give some reasons why you would agree or

disagree with the view under examination.  You might not necessarily completely agree or

disagree with a philosophy, but agree with it in part and find some aspects questionable.  Has the

reflection on this philosophy provided new insights for you?  Has it changed the way you think

about things in any way?  Has your reflection been significant to you in some way and worth

sharing?

In explaining Krishna’s advice and the teachings of the Upanishads, it would be helpful to

use and explain some of the key Sanskrit terms.  To explain Arjuna’s dilemma one would

certainly need to explain dharma.  Always italicize non-English terms.  The general rule is to

italicize any terms not found in an English dictionary; however, here one might italicize terms

like yoga and karma even though they might be found in your dictionary.
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The Bhagavad Gita, translated by Babara Stoler Miller (New York: Bantam Books, 1986),1

Chapter II, Verse 12.

 John M. Koller, Asian Philosophies, 5  ed. (Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall,2 th

2007), p. 109.

Notice in a footnote, first name comes first followed by last name, then the title of the text, and
then publisher information (Location: Publisher, publishing date) comes in parentheses. 

Citations

There are a number of ways of handling citations in your papers.  One could just use

footnotes or endnotes.  An example of using footnotes is like the following.  In the Bhagavad

Gita Krishna explains to Arjuna: “Never have I not existed, nor you, nor these kings; and never

in the future shall we cease to exist.”   If you are citing the same text a number of times you can1

also just include the text reference in the sentence like this: According to Krishna, “never in the

future shall we cease to exist” (Bhagavad Gita, II, 12).  Notice the format of the punctuation

here.  The period goes after the text reference—otherwise the reference is stuck in no-sentence-

land between two sentences.  If you use this format then you would have to include the text

information, which otherwise was included in the footnote, in a bibliography at the end of your

paper.  Notice the difference in format of the footnote and bibliography.  Let’s say I wanted to

cite our textbook where Koller explains that the Bhagavad Gita is the “most important synthesis

of Vedic, Upanishadic, and theistic visions.”   If I wanted to include the text reference in the2

sentence it would look like this: Koller explains that the Bhagavad Gita is the “most important

synthesis of Vedic, Upanishadic, and theistic visions” (Koller, p. 109). Then, of course, the

reference information goes into a bibliography.

Now let’s say you want to cite a longer quotation. In order to save valuable space you could

then indent the quote and use single spacing. According to Koller:
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The two key questions of the Upanishads are, What is the true nature of ultimate reality?
and Who am I in the deepest level of my existence? The questions presuppose that there
is a difference between shallower manifestations and more fundamental essence and
between what appears to be real and what is actually real; appearances are understood to
depend on a deeper reality. (Koller, p. 22)

You could, of course, use a footnote for this citation. If you include the reference within the body

of the text as illustrated above then note the difference in punctuation here as opposed to the

earlier example.  Notice here you don’t use quotation marks around the citation because it is

obvious what is being cited. Also the text reference stands outside the period of the last sentence.

Here are examples of bibliographic entries:

Bibliography

Koller, John M. Asian Philosophies, 5  ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2007.th

The Bhagavad Gita. Translated by Barbara Stoler Miller. New York: Bantam Books, 1986.

The Upanishads. Translated by Valerie J. Roebuck. London and New York: Penguin Classics,
2003.

Notice in a bibliography the last name goes first, then a comma followed by first name. Then a
period and then the title of the text. Always use italics or underline whenever referring to the title
of a book. Notice there are no parentheses in a bibliographic entry. Bibliographies are organized
alphabetically.
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