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Geography of Hawai‘i   
The Hawaiian Islands constitute a place of incredible environmental and cultural diversity: 
consider the active volcanic landscape of Pele’s home, the sprawling resorts of leeward Maui, 
the revegetated slopes of Kaho‘olawe, fishponds of Moloka‘i, concrete canyons of Honolulu, 
taro fields of Hanalei Valley, and the atolls of Papah� naumoku� kea, They are all possible 
geographies experienced in Hawai‘i: they lie at the intersection of place and society, a site of 
endless shifting and change.  There is no place like this archipelago Ka Pae ‘ � ina O Hawai‘i 
anywhere, and its diverse geographies deserve a searching and appreciative look.  In this 
course, we will examine the different environments of Hawai‘i: physical, biotic, demographic, 
cultural and socio-economic, as well as the powerful ways the Islands are represented to us 
and to others.  Through this portrait of Hawai‘i, we will perhaps begin to see Hawai‘i as the 
infinitely faceted geographic entity that it is.  Like good geographers, we will seek out patterns, 
but be certain not to miss those forces and examples that defy such patterns.  
 

   
 
Our Kuleana  
In this course we work collaboratively , so that we all have an important role in sharing our 
knowledge of the Hawaiian Islands – knowledge we have acquired from our exposure to 
information and from personal experience.   
 
 



My Contributions 

I introduce each geographic topic through map- and image-heavy electronic slideshow lectures 
synchronized with the Atlas of Hawai‘i , as well as initiating class activities and discussions.  I 
encourage students to strengthen environmental kinship  through class excursions, 
community service, and consideration of cultural significance of environmental elements. 
 
I would also like to facilitate the following processes for each of you: 
·  Elevate geographic literacy; 
·  Develop and perpetuate an appreciation and respect for places; 
·  Create relationships with other classmates; 
·  Enhance your own personal style of communication; 
 
Course Enhancement through Ulu � kea 

This course has been enhanced as a part of the Ulu� kea project administered by 
K�puka Native Hawaiian Student Center at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo.  The project's 
primary goal is to create a Hawaiian place of learning.  As a part of this project, this course will 
incorporate experiences and resources for the development of Hawai'i learning processes. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes for Geography of Hawai‘i 

·  Identify and describe environmental-cultural characteristics of the Hawaiian Islands; 
·  Attain competency in geography’s key concepts and tools; 
·  Analyze geographic information and develop research abilities through written and visual 

work, group discussions, and test-taking. 
 
Textbook(s) and Other Resources 

·  Please read the Atlas of Hawai‘i (1998, 3rd edition), edited by Juvik, Juvik & Paradise; 
·  The invaluable book Place Names of Hawai‘i  by Mary Kawena Pukui et al is optional for 

this class.  It will help in two ways: to provide the meanings of Hawaiian place names as 
translated into English, and as a guide to proper spelling of those place names; 

·  Also optional  is a folded Reference Map of the Island of Hawai‘i  by James Bier; this 
current map can help you locate sites we visit on excursions, and for any GeoProjects; 

·  I maintain a website that also has class materials, including helpful Hawai‘i-focused links.  
Check it out and use it as a resource: http://www2.hawaii.edu/~dkapp  

 
Participation (about 30 class sessions, totaling 30% of your course grade) 

·  Please commit to our class by participating in our class sessions, demonstrating your 
engagement in ways that are culturally and personally appropriate for you; 

·  Less than adequate attendance (<80%) and distracting actions (texting in class, 
consistently arriving late, disrespecting others, etc.) will detract from your grade. 

  
Tests (3 of them, totaling 30% of your course grade) 

·  Please take three (3) non-cumulative Tests for this class; 
·  Questions relate to class lectures and information offered in the Atlas, and are in a variety 

of formats: short answer questions, multiple choice, landscape and map identification; 
·  I’ll make study guides available one week before each Test; 



·  Make a pledge to avoid dishonest practices while taking these tests, and to ensure you do 
not miss any.  Tests may only be made up if you notify me in advance of the test, and if 
your reason for missing the test is a serious one. 

 
GeoProjects  (3 of them, totaling 30% of your course grade) 

·  Please complete three (3) GeoProjects for this course; 
·  Each GeoProject taps your personal and newly-acquired knowledge about places, as well 

as your creativity and organization. The GeoProjects require some research and should 
include your own experiences, observations, and perspectives; 

·  Your GeoElement  focuses on a particular type of landscape element of your choice 
(mountains, cliffs, rains, winds, waves, streams, rain forests, sharks, coral reef, heiau, etc.) 
that is found throughout Ka Pae ‘� ina (the archipelago); 

·  Your GeoIssue  focuses on a particular issue of your choice (sovereignty, homelessness, 
cultural preservation, urbanization, species endangerment, pakalolo cultivation, water 
rights, military impact, etc.) that is important throughout Ka Pae ‘� ina (the archipelago); 

·  Your GeoScape  focuses on a place of your choice anywhere in Ka Pae ‘� ina; 
·  Each GeoProject must incorporate words (descriptive, creative, analytical) and images; 
·  Detailed GeoProject Guidelines will be made available in class; 
·  Since Hawaiian is an official state language, and Pidgin is a legitimate and widely-used 

language, I invite you to use English, Hawaiian, and/or Pidgin in your GeoProjects. In 
writing any Hawaiian words, especially place names, please use ‘okina & kahak� . 

 

Huaka‘i, including Honua Ola community service (1, totaling 10% of your course grade) 

·  Please be an active and respectful participant in one (1) class huaka‘i or excursion of your 
choice that I offer during the semester. The huaka‘i allow us the opportunity to get to know 
each other in a different setting, as well as to become better and more deeply acquainted 
with the places, including wahi pana, of which our island is composed. The huaka‘i 
represent one of the most valuable components of our course! 

·  Each huaka‘i takes place on a Saturday, and the time spent in the location will be 
approximately four hours, not including transit times; 

·  During each huaka‘i students will have the opportunity to participate in a small 
environmental community service project called Honua Ola; 

·  One component of the huaka‘i will be learning appropriate behaviors and protocols for 
visiting certain areas.  Students may be asked to learn a chant or two for these journeys; 

·  Transportation will be provided from Hilo; however, students may also drive on their own to 
the sites, provided they have signed waivers, and can commit to meeting on time.   

 
Evaluation Summary 

Participation = 30%   Tests = 30%   GeoProjects = 30%     Huaka‘i, including Honua Ola = 10%      
Course Grade:        A= 90-100%      B=80-89%        C=70-79%         D=60-69%         F<60% 
 
Special Student Services  
Any student with a documented disability who would like to request accommodation should 
contact the Ha‘awi K� kua Program, building 379 Manono Campus, phone 974-7741 [TTY] 
within the Student Counseling Service. Don’t hesitate to talk to Drew about your needs. 



 
Geography of Hawai‘i 
(geog 122) Schedule: 
‘Fall’ 2009 
 
 

Monday/P� ‘akahi  Wednesday/P � ‘akolu  Special Activities & Notes  
We begin this semester during in the hot season known as Kauwela , during the month of Hilinaehu  (also known 

as M� hoemua ), a month of alternating sun and rain, smooth seas and rough, often the year’s warmest month 
Aug 24 

Introductions 

Aug 26 

Geography 

 

Aug 31 

Ka Pae ‘� ina, Place Names 

Sept 2 

Maps of Hawai‘i 

Aug 31 (Mon)12pm: Environmental Kinship 
lecture by Sam Gon: Hawai‘i Kua Uli in 

UCB127 UH-Hilo (extra credit opportunity) 

Sept 7 

Holiday 

Sept 9 

Geology 

 

Sept 14 

Geology 

Sept 16 

Volcanoes, Earthquakes 

Sept 16 (Wed): GeoElement due 

Sept 19 (Sat): Volcano Huaka‘i? 

Hilinam �  (a.k.a. M� hoehope ) begins around September 18; this month shares many of the characteristics of 
Hilinaehu (M� hoemua): changeability in weather and seas, and overall warmth; the height of hurricane season 

Sept 21 

Climate 

Sept 23 

Hurricanes, Warming 

 

Sept 28 

Ocean, Tsunami, SL Rise 

Sept 30 

Test 1 

Sept 28 (Mon)12pm: Environmental Kinship 
lecture by Jim Kauahikaua: Volcanology… 
UCB127 UH-Hilo (extra credit opportunity) 

Oct 5 

Water 

Oct 7 

Ecosystems 

 

Oct 12 

Biogeography 

Oct 14 

Plants, Animals 

Oct 17 (Sat): Ka‘ � p� lehu Huaka‘i 

‘Ikuw �  begins around October 18: a dynamic month associated with heavy rains, thunderstorms and high surf 
Oct 19 

Archaeology 

Oct 21 

History 

Oct 19 (Mon) GeoIssue due 

Oct 26 

Population 

Oct 28 

Population, Ethnicity 

Oct 26 (Mon)12pm: Environmental Kinship 
lecture by Manu Meyer: ‘Ike ‘� ina in 

UCB127 UH-Hilo (extra credit opportunity) 

Nov 2 

Test 2 

Nov 4 

Culture, Landscape 

 

Nov 9 

Language 

Nov 11 

Holiday 

 

Around November 16 the cooler, rainy season of Ho‘oilo  begins, and we enter the month of Welehu 



Around November 16 the cooler, rainy season of Ho‘oilo  begins, and we enter the month of Welehu 
Nov 16 

Religion, Spirituality 

Nov 18 

Political Landscape 

 

Nov 23 

Land Tenure, Urbanization 

Nov 25 

Economy, Agriculture 

 

Nov 30 

Tourism 

Dec 2 

Societal Well-Being 

Nov 30 (Mon)12pm: Environmental Kinship 
lecture by Steiner, Konanui & Gonsalves: 

Kalo/GMO in UCB127 UH-Hilo (extra credit) 

Dec 7 

Reflection, Evaluation 

Dec 9 

H� ‘ike, P� ‘ina 

Dec 9 (Wed): GeoScape due 

 Dec 16 

Test 3 

 

Makali‘i  begins on December 16, a month whose name is shared with stars, canoes, and sweet potato shoots 
 

An attempt has been made to schedule important class events (project due dates, tests) on dates that 
correspond with favorable dates on the Hawaiian moon calendar.  For example, nights of the full moon 
and around the new moon have been traditionally considered productive for farming and fishing.   We 
seek such favorable conditions for our important tasks in Geography, too. 
 

Ask me if you have any questions!  Good luck! 
 
‘A‘ohe hala ‘ula i ka p�  (No hala fruit shows its color in the 
darkness of night, i.e., Beauty must be seen to be enjoyed, 
‘� lelo no‘eau compiled by Mary Kawena Pukui) 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


