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MARC?21 Bibliographic Format in VVoyager and OCLC

Catalogers are mostly concerned with 4 types of records in the ILS (Integrated Library
System):

Bibliographic records
Holdings records
Item records
Authority records
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In this course, we are mostly concerned with bibliographic records and authority records.

Bibliographic records in library catalogs are usually structured by, and encoded according
to, MARC 21 Format for Bibliographic Data (ANSI/NISO Z39.2). Bibliographic records
can also occur on catalog cards or in non-MARC encoding schemes, but almost all
automated library systems (e.g. Hawai ‘i Voyager) and bibliographic utilities (e.g. OCLC
WorldCat) are designed to use MARC21 Bibliographic as the format for bibliographic
records.

(We will talk about authority records later in this course.)

Broadly speaking, the MARC bibliographic record contains 5 categories of data for our
purposes:

Fixed fields

Standard number and code fields
Descriptive fields

Name and title access point fields
Subject heading fields
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Fixed Fields

Fixed fields, which include the record leader, directory, and control fields 001-008 (see
http://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdhome.html for definitions and values for
these fields) are “fixed” in the sense that these fields are of fixed length, and can
therefore be machine-interpreted. For example, the 008 is always 39 characters in length,
and the 3-letter code for “place of publication” is always carried in character positions
15-17 in the BOOKS 008.

Every MARC bibliographic record contains a leader, a directory, and at least one primary
008 fixed field, which may be any one of the following:


http://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdhome.html
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008--BOOKS

008--COMPUTER FILES
008--MAPS

008--MUSIC

008--CONTINUING RESOURCES
008--VISUAL MATERIALS
008--MIXED MATERIALS

The cataloger chooses the type of primary 008 fixed field based on the predominant
characteristics of the item being described in the bibliographic record. Simple and clear
guidelines on making this choice can be found at
http://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/fixedfield/type.shtm

For machine processing purposes, a MARC bibliographic record with a BOOKS 008 will
appear identical to a bibliographic record with a MUSIC 008. In the “raw” MARC that is
transmitted between library systems, both of these records will contain exactly 39
characters of fixed field data. In both records, character spaces 15-17 will contain a 3-
letter standard MARC code for “place of publication,” and because that code always
occurs in exactly those character spaces, the catalog software will be able to interpret that
code as such.

However, while character spaces 18-21 in the BOOKS record will contain up to four
single-letter codes for the type of illustrations contained in the item, character spaces 18-
21 in the MUSIC record will contain a 2-letter code for the “form of musical
composition,” followed by a one-letter code for “format of music,” followed by a one-
letter code for “music parts.”

The library catalog software determines how to interpret and render character spaces 18-
21 (and the other character spaces within the fixed field that are variable for different
types of material) based on the value contained in character space 6 of the record leader.
If the value of leader character 6 is “c” (notated music), then the catalog software knows
to render the 008 as a MUSIC 008; if the value is “a” (printed language/textual material),
then the catalog software knows to render the 008 data as BOOKS 008 data.

Different catalog software will render the same string of 008 data in different ways for
display in the cataloging module (adding labels, for example, to make the data more
easily readable and interpretable for the cataloger). For example, a string of “raw marc”
data such as:

O-sd|fzngnn|m|e|-901012p19871986enkopn dei ger d- a

will be rendered by OCLC Connexion cataloging client as:


http://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/fixedfield/type.shtm
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7 DCLC Connexion - [Online WorldCat: Lohengrin]

a File Cataloging Authorities Edit  Action Batch  ‘iew Tools Window Help E, . x
SEHAE ATRA & 8 R 5 A B & Béh sl BEHAR £ ¢
‘M 17404733 Mo holdings in HUI - 371 other holdings
|SUund Recordings j Bec stat C Entered 19880128 Eeplaced 20051221054659.2 e’
Type | ELvl 1 Sree d Audn cirl Lang  ger
Blwl m  Earm Comp op Acchd d e i MRec Ciy  enk
Desc a EMus n LTut Dist p Dates 1987 , 1986
oz | ) fsteosureezstntugnintintkmme |
040 WAL+ WAL+ OBE #d OCL +d DIV +d OCLCQ
0149 20239408
024 1 2894210532
028 0 0 4210&3-2+bLondon
023 0 0 421054-2 b London 0
028 0 0 421055-2 b London
023 0 0 421056-2 b London
023 0 0 421057-2+bLondon
033 1 193806 +h G299 4o V5
03 2 198511 — +a 198612 +) 6239 +0 VE
041 0 4 ger 2 gerengireita +h ger +g gerenaireita +h ger
045 0 +h 184803
0a0 4 M1500A13 # LG LB
082 0 4 7821 bW 244221
040 h
. i v
Delete Holdings- | Export- Label- Produce- | Submit- Replace- Report Eror- Update Holdings- Validate-
14 of 35 Warkflow-In Process Inst-HUI INS | 3112

The same string of “raw MARC” 008 data is rendered by Endeavor Voyager’s cataloging
client as:
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005 - General Descrpton (usic)

Publization Status

Drate 1 (]

Date 2 (]

Place of Publication

Campozitian

Faorrmat of Music

Muzic parts

Audience

Farrn of [bem

Accompanying Matter 1

Accompanying Matter &

Accompanying katter 3

Accompanying katter 4

Accompanying katter &

Accompanying katter &

Literary Tesxt for Sound Recording 1

Literary Text for Sound Recording 2

Tr-vrmrmmnibimn —and —erinmamremond ]

p: Date of distibution/releasefizsue and production/recaording se: |

1987

1986

enk : England
op : Operaz

n

. Mot applicable

: Mo partz in hand or not gpecified
: Unknowvn or nat specified

_: Mone of the following

d:
e : Biography of composer ar author

Libretto or best

i+ Hiztarical information

. Mo accormpanying matter
: Mo accomparying matter
: Mo accomparying matter
: Item iz a muszical zound recording
» Itkemn iz a musical zound recarding

B P N BT PN S S S

LCancel |

The raw MARC data with position 6 of the leader (type) coded as “a” for language
material generates 008s that look like the following in OCLC Connexion client and
Voyager cataloging client, respectively:
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5 OCLC Connexion - [Online WorldCat: Before the dawn]

aﬁi\e Cataloging  Authorities  Edit Action  Baktch  View Tools Window Help

SEHAE ATRA & 8 R 5 A B & dh A8 2 ?
‘OCLC 46727325 Mo holdings in HUI - 301 other holdings
|BUUkS j Fecstat ¢ Entered 20001008 Replaced 20041110033125.80 o
Type a ELwl L Srce Audn Crl Lang eng
Blvl m orm Conf 0 Biog MRec oty hiu
ont b GPub 5 LitF 1 lndx 0
Desc a 1] b Fest 0O DSt s Dates 1987

|005| | |m u |

oo7 cthredcten
040 NET ¢ NET +d OCL +d OCLCO
020 0585276218 (electronic bk

041 1 eng #h jpn
0a0 1
ggz 0

-

PLE16.H5E b YE13 1987eh
895634 219

0an +h

049 HUIA

100

=

Shimazaki, Tdson, +d 1872-1943. )
240 1 0 ‘Yoakemae. H English

245 1 0 DBefore the dawn +h [electronic resource] / 4 Shimazaki Tason ; translated by William E. MNaff.

260 Honolulu - #h University of Hawaii Press, ¢ c1987
aoo wxxili, 798 p. #hmaps ;) #c 25 cm
500 Translation of. Yoakemae
4 Liealiiel Jeilali L 1 r i1 s
Delete Holdings- | Export- Label- Produce- | Submit- Replace- Report Eror- Update Holdings- Validate-

Worldlow-In Process Inst-HUI NS | 38562
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General
Publication Status z: Single known date/probable date =
Date 1 (] 1987
Date 2 ] -
Place of Publication hiu - Haveaii
[haztrations 1 b: Maps
[llztrations 2 _: Mo illustrations
[llztrations 3 _: Mo illustrations
[lustrations 4 _ Mo illustrations
Audience _: Unknown or not zpecified
Form of [tem z: Electronic
Contents 1 b : Bibliographies
Contents 2 _: Mo zpecified nature of contents
Contents 3 _: Mo zpecified nature of contents I
Contents 4 _: Mo zpecified nature of contents
Govt, Publication z: State, provincial, territonal, dependent, ete.
Conf. Publication 0: Mot a conference publication
Festzchrift 0: Mot a festzchrift
limAman M- bhlm A LI
ok Cancel |

Note that in each of the foregoing examples, the labels assigned by the cataloging
software are not actually part of the MARC bibliographic data that is transmitted from
one system to another. They are assigned by the cataloging software, which can
automatically determine the meaning of the codes in every character space of the 008
based on the “type” that is coded in character space 6 of the record leader.

Besides the primary 008 fixed field for the predominant characteristics of the item being
cataloged, there are also 007 and 006 fixed fields for additional characteristics—we will
discuss these 006 and 007 fixed fields later.
Note that fixed field data are defined by the MARC standard—not by RDA or any of the
other content standards that catalogers use.

Standard Number and Code Fields

In MARC bibliographic records, standard numbers (including classification numbers) and
other codes are carried in fields 010-099.

Although there are some RDA rules and LC-PCCPSes that address some of the standard
numbers that appear in bibliographic records, for the most part the content standard for
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MARC fields 010 through 099 is usually a standard MARC code list, some other
standard code list, or one of the various library classification system schedules.

RDA addresses the content of:

e Descriptive fields
e Name and title access point fields

the syntax of these fields in MARC21 (punctuation within and between fields, e.g.) is
addressed by appendices D-E in RDA.



