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School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Studies

Asian Studies Program 

Research and the Field in Southeast Asia (ASAN 750)

Wednesday 2.30-5 PM

Moore 106

Spring 2010
Instructor: Barbara Watson Andaya
                                             

Office: 411 Moore


Tel: 956-4735


Email: bandaya@hawaii.edu





Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 2-4 or by appointment

This course is designed for senior graduate students with a specialized interest in Southeast Asia. After the first introductory and organizational meeting, the content seminars for this course are divided into two sections. Section 1 will use the island/mainland division commonly adopted in Southeast Asian studies to review the state of scholarship in each country with a special interest in the contemporary scene. Each session will consist of one or more articles which everyone should read and for which a response is required, to be posted on Laulima: in some cases, additional readings will be assigned to individual participants, and a summary should be posted. The specific country discussions will be followed by a brief consideration of the arguments for and against the creation of a region, especially as they are reflected in three core disciplines – history, anthropology and political science. 

Apart from content, the course is also intended to help students in the final stages of writing and research, whether for the A or B stream of the MA, or in progress towards a Ph.D. It is also intended to help develop presentation and discussion skills. These issues will be addressed in the second section of the course. Each participant will choose (or be assigned) a day and will select the topic for discussion, which will be on a subject in which he or she has developed expertise (could be performance in Malaysia, position of women in Thai Buddhism etc). He/she will work with me on preparing the abstract and the readings for that session, and will take charge in leading the discussion. It is your responsibility to schedule a meeting to discuss “your” seminar FOUR weeks before your scheduled date, with the basic reading list for your seminar submitted TWO weeks in advance of this scheduled date. Failure to follow these guidelines will affect your grade. . 
Outcomes: I hope at the end of this seminar you will 

- have a broad understand of the major issues of scholarship in each of the eleven Southeast Asian countries

- be able to identify the principle problems and contemporary concerns in each of the eleven Southeast Asian countries
- be able to respond critically verbally and in written form, to assigned readings 

- be able to plan and lead group discussion on a topic in which you have developed some expertise
- be able to offer constructive critiques of presentations by your colleagues  

- be alert to the value and important of the comparative approach in the Southeast Asian context

Basic Text: 

Course Pack (Available from Professional Image, 2633 King Street; phone 973-6599)

Additional readings will be available through Laulima.

I place a very strong emphasis on correct footnote and bibliography presentation in all written work. A reliable style manual, such as The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003) should be consulted. It is shelved as a reference book in both Hamilton and Sinclair, Z253 .U69 2003. The Chicago Manual of Style allows for two different types of reference styles: the Author-Date System and the Documentary-Note (or Humanities) Style. Traditionally, those in the humanities and social sciences use the Documentary-Note Style, and those in the sciences use the Author-Date System. It does not matter which you use as long as you are consistent and the references are easy to find (which means giving page numbers). 
Look under Turabian (there are several e.g. http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html) for on line versions of another acceptable style

Requirements: 

1. Regular attendance and participation, including contribution to Laulima postings. (15%). Since we only meet once a week, I expect a strong excuse if classes are missed. 

2. Each week during the “country” sessions in Section 1, access CIA Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html for relevant information on the country under discussion

3. Readings and assignments (25%), which include brief postings (around 500 words) on Laulima in response to questions posed.

4. Abstract and bibliography for the group meeting for which you are responsible due two weeks before presentation. Articles to be scanned if possible (15 %)

5. Seminar presentation (preferably Powerpoint) and Discussant role (15%)

6. Formal paper (can be a chapter of your thesis, or a paper for your B defense – if so, this will need to be handed in early (30%) Friday March 12 is the last day for final examinations for MA degree Plan A for a May degree, and Tuesday April 20th is the last day for the B examinations
SECTION I: Countries and Scholarship in Southeast Asia 
*Required reading for all participants

1. January 13: Organizational Meeting: Assignments for January and February

NB: Start thinking about the work you will submit for this semester, and the session for which you will take control. Set up an appointment to see me as soon as possible. I will be in Michigan for this session, but the course will be introduced by Professor Leonard Andaya and you are welcome to communicate with me by email.
Section I: The Countries of Island Southeast Asia 

Sessions will review the academic trends and issues prevailing in the relevant countries, together with key articles when appropriate
2. January 20: Indonesia 
a) Come prepared to discuss Dr Bigalke’s “ten keys to an understanding of Indonesia.” (Laulima)
b) Why is Indonesia important in Southeast Asia? What is the future of “Indonesian Studies” in Indonesia itself? What are some of the issues that concern academics (local and foreign) working on Indonesia?

Readings: 

* Bigalke, Terence. “Ten Keys to Understanding Indonesia.” Education about Asia, 12, 1 (Spring 2007): 12-16 (Laulima).

* Cribb, Robert. “Circles of Esteem, Standard Work and Euphoric Couplets: Dynamics of Academic Life in Indonesian Studies.” Critical Asian Studies 37:2 (2005): 289-304 (Laulima)

 (Laulima, http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/issue/issue2/index.html
NB: Friday January 29 2010 is the last day for graduate students to file for a Spring degree

3. January 27: Malaysia and Brunei:
Malaysia

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Malaysia” and a justification for choosing these 

b) What is the state of “Malaysian studies”? Why have Southeast Asian specialists found this country of special interest? What new perspectives can local scholarship introduce? 
Readings:

Amarosa, Donna. “Making Sense of Malaysia.” Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia 3 (March 2003)
http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/issue/issue2/index.html (Laulima)

Nair, Sheila. “The State of Malaysian Studies.” Critical Asian Studies 37, 1 (2005):161 — 175 (Laulima)

*Shamsul A.B., “The Redefinition of Politics and the Transformation of Malaysian Pluralism.” In Robert W. Hefner, ed. The Politics of Multiculturalism: Pluralism and Citizenship in Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001), 204-227 (Reader)
Brunei: 

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Brunei” and a justification for choosing these 

b) Is there such a thing as “Brunei Studies”? Is a separate academic identity justified?
Readings: 

*King, Victor T. “What is Brunei Society? Reflections on a Conceptual and Ethnographic Issue” South East Asia Research 2, 2 (Sept. 1994): 176-98 (Reader).

Krausse, Gerald H. “An Inquiry into the Status of Research and Literature on Brunei.” In Kent Mulliner, and John A. Lent, eds. Brunei and Malaysian Studies: Present Knowledge and Research Trends on Brunei and on Malaysian Anthropology, Mass Communication and Women’s Studies (Williambsurg, Va: Studies in Third World Societies, Dept. of Anthropology, College of William and Mary, 1994), 3-15 (Reader)
4. February 3: The Philippines: 

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of the Philippines” and a justification for choosing these 

b) The Western-Local debate: What languages should we write in? Do locals have a greater sense of their own society than outsiders? Has there been a “colonization” of knowledge?

Readings:
* Hollnsteiner, Mary R. “Reciprocity in the Lowland Philippines.” In F. Lynch and A. de Guzman, eds. Four Readings in Philippine Values. IPC Papers No. 2. Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press, 1973. Note: Subject to strong critiques, see Rey Ileto, Fenella Cannell. (Reader)
* Ileto, Reynaldo. “Orientalism and the Study of Philippine Politics.” In Philippine Studies, Occasional Papers Series No. 13 (1999): 41-65 (Laulima)
Diokno, Maria Serena “Southeast Asia and Identity Studies in the Philippines.” In Paul H. Kratoska, Remco Raben and Henk Schulte Nordholt, eds., Locating Southeast Asia: Geographies of Knowledge and Space (Singapore: University of Singapore Press, 2005), 133-48 (Reader)
5. February 10: Singapore and Timor Leste (East Timor): 

Singapore:
a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Singapore” and a justification for choosing these 

b) Can we talk about “Singapore Studies”? Can you create a national identity? Does this island state have a real place in Southeast Asian Studies? Why, or why not?
Readings:

* Soon, Derek Heng Thiam. “From Political Rhetoric to National History: Bi-culturalism and Hybridisation in the Construction of Singapore’s Historical Narrative.” In Derek Heng and Syed Muhd. Khairudin Aljunied, eds. Reframing Singapore: Memory-Identity-Trans-Regionalism (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2009), 21-39 (Laulima) 
Lyon, Lenore and Michel Ford. “Singaporean First: Challenging the Concept of Transnational Malay Masculinity.” In Derek Heng and Syed Muhd. Khairudin Aljunied, eds. Reframing Singapore: Memory-Identity-Trans-Regionalism (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2009), 175-93 (Laulima) 

Timor Leste (East Timor)

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of East Timor ” and a justification for choosing these 
b) Can East Timor be incorporated into “Southeast Asia”? 
Reading: 

Fox, James J. and Dionisio Babo Soares, eds. Out of the Ashes: Destruction and Reconstruction of East Timor (Canberra; ANU E-press, 2003). This is available electronically through Voyager. Choose one article from this book that interests you and be prepared to report on it.

http://epress.anu.edu.au/oota/frames.php
The Countries of Mainland Southeast Asia 

6. February 17: Burma
a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Burma” and a justification for choosing these

b) To what extent is scholarship on Burma shaped or limited by Western attitudes towards its government?

Readings:

* Aung-Thwin, Michael “Parochial Universalism, Democracy Jihad and the Orientalist Image of Burma: The New Evangelism.” Pacific Affairs 74, 4 (Winter 2001-02): 483-505 (Reader)

* Kingston, Jeff . “Burma’s Despair.” Critical Asian Studies 40, 1 (2008): 3-43 (Laulima).

Steinberg, David. “Introduction” in Turmoil in Burma: Contested Legitimacies in Myanmar, Norwalk, CT: Eastbridge, 2006 (Laulima)
Skidmore, Monique. “Introduction.” In Monique Skidmore, ed. Burma at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2005), 1-18. (Reader)

7. February 24: Thailand 
a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Thailand,” and a justification for choosing these

b) Has Thailand’s freedom from colonialism helped shape the ways in which Thai studies have developed? Can academics who work on contemporary or recent times escape the pressures of political realities? 

Anderson, Benedict. “Studies of the Thai State: The State of Thai Studies.” In Eliezer B. Ayal, ed. The Study of Thailand: Analyses of Knowledge, Approaches, and Prospects in Anthropology, Art history, Economics, History, and Political Science. Athens (Ohio: Ohio University, Center for International Studies, 1978), 193-247 (Reader; response see http://www.aasianst.org/absts/2008abst/SouthEast/SE-170.htm (Laulima))

Winichakul, Thongchai. “Trying to Locate Southeast Asia from its Navel: Where is Southeast Asian Studies in Thailand?” In Paul H. Kratoska, Remco Raben, and Henk Schulte Nordholt, eds. Locating Southeast Asia: Geographies of Knowledge and Politics of Space (Singapore: Singapore University Press, 2005): 113-132 (Reader)

Jory, Patrick. “Problems in Contemporary Thai Nationalist Historiography.” Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia 3 (March 2003). http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/issue/issue2/index.html\ (Laulima)

Reynolds, Craig J, “Predicaments of Modern Thai History.” South East Asia Research, 2 1 (March 1994): 64-90 (Reader).

8. March 3: Vietnam 
a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Vietnam” and a justification for choosing these

b) Vietnam: Is it part of Southeast Asia or not? 
c) Have the ideals of the Communist Revolution been compromised?

*Tuong Vu, “Vietnamese Political Studies and Debates on Vietnamese Nationalism.” Journal of Vietnamese Studies, 2, 2 (2007): 175-230 (Laulima). 

Kelley, Liam. “"Confucianism" in Vietnam: A State of the Field Essay.” Journal of Vietnamese Studies 1, 1-2 (Feb. 2006): 314–370 (Laulima)

Taylor, Keith . “Vietnamese Studies in North America.” Vietnam Social Sciences (Hanoi) no. 4 (78) (2000): 40-52 (Reader).

Hy Van Luong, “Structure, Practice and History: Contemporary Anthropological Research on Vietnam.” Journal of Vietnamese Studies 1, 1-2 (Feb. 2006): 371-409 (Laulima)

9. March 10: Laos and Cambodia
Laos: 

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Laos,” and a justification for choosing these 

b) Can you suggest any ways in which Laos can be more prominent when “Southeast Asia” is taught or when the region is discussed? 

Evans, Grant. “Political Cults in East and Southeast Asia.” In Ing-Britt Trankell and Laura Summers, eds. Facets of Power and its Limitations: Political Culture in Southeast Asia (Uppsala; Uppsala University, 1998), 21-43 (Laulima)
Ivarsson, Søren. Creating Laos: The Making of a Lao Space between Indochina and Siam, 1860-1945 (Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2008), 1-23 (Laulima)
Cambodia: 

a) Come prepared with “five keys to an understanding of Cambodia,” and a justification for choosing these 

b) What are the implications for scholarship when academic discussion is divided along ideological, political or personal lines?

Ledgerwood, Judy, May M. Ebihara and Carol A. Mortland. “Introduction”. In Judy Ledgerwood, May M. Ebihara and Carol A. Mortland, ed. Cambodian Culture since 1975: Homeland and Exile (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1994), 1-26 (Laulima)
Marston, John A. “Post-Pol Pot Cambodia.” Critical Asian Studies 37, 3 (2005): 501 — 516 (Laulima)
March 17: Creating “Southeast Asia” 

10. Question for Discussion: Are you convinced that Southeast Asia is a region? To what extent can we generalize? Is it possible to describe yourself as a “Southeast Asianist”? 

Readings:

*Bowen, John. “The Development of Southeast Asian Studies in the United States, in David L. Szanton, ed., The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press/University of California International and Area Studies Digital Collection, 2002) (Laulima)

*Szanton, David. L. “The origin, nature, and challenges of area studies in the United States” in David L. Szanton, ed., The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press/University of California International and Area Studies Digital Collection, 2002) (Laulima)

Evans, Grant. “Between the Global and the Local there are Regions, Culture Areas and Nation States: A Review Article.” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 33, 1 (2002): 147-61 (Reader and Laulima)

*Lewis, Martin W. and Kären E. Wigan, The Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography (Berkeley and London: University of California Press, 1997), 170-76 (Reader)

McVey, Ruth. “Globalization, Marginalization and the Study of Southeast Asia.” In Southeast Asian Studies: Reorientations. The Frank H. Golay Lectures (Ithaca, NY: Cornell Southeast Asia Program, 1998), 37-64 (Reader).

March 12: last day for final examinations for MA degree Plan A 

March 22-26: Spring Recess
Thursday April 1: Theses due in Graduate Division

SECTION II: Student-led Seminar Discussions

NB: The readings for these sessions should be selected two weeks in advance of your presentation. We will scan them and make them available on Laulima

11. March 31: Seminar Presentations: Abstract of the sessions to be posted on Laulima
12. April 7: Seminar Presentations: Abstract of the sessions to be posted on Laulima
Tuesday April 20: Last Day for Submission of Plan B Examination results 


14. April 21: Seminar Presentations: Abstract of the sessions to be posted on Laulima
15. April 28: Seminar Presentations: Abstracts of the sessions to be posted on Laulima
16. May 5: Seminar Presentations: Abstracts of the sessions to be posted on Laulima

Thinking as a region: responses to the course and to the topics covered
The second part of this session we will consider each of the papers offered, and the ways in which (if any) they relate to the region as a whole. 

Final Paper Due, May 7 or earlier
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