
Preface

This volume of Social Process in Hawaiÿi (SPIH) is dedicated to Marion Kelly, a
founding member of the University of Hawaiÿi at Mänoa (UHM) Ethnic Studies who still
teaches at the Department twenty-nine years later. It is only appropriate that The Ethnic
Studies Story honors Marion, as this volume demonstrates the depth of her historical
knowledge about land issues and her commitment to educating Hawaiÿi’s people about
their own history. As a defender of people’s rights, she considers the establishment of
the Ethnic Studies Program in 1970 one of the highlights in her ongoing career. The
centrality and importance of the indigenous issue to social struggles in the Islands are
expressed in her life’s work, which makes her the preeminent anthropological authority
of land tenure and use change in Hawaiÿi.

This volume is also a contribution to the development of an alternative analysis
to the mainstream one that pretends to look “objectively” at social reality. However,
the objectivity claimed by mainstream analysis is nothing but an interpretation
informed by the dominant world view of those who hold political power. “Our History,
Our Way,” as reflected in the articles and short story here, shows that there is another
interpretation of past events and futures, informed by another cosmology, more in
tune with the interests of the vast majority of Hawaiÿi’s population.

While this work is about The Ethnic Studies Story, it does not recount this story in
any detailed chronological manner. Sifting through the Ethnic Studies archives in
preparation for this volume quickly impressed upon this writer the formidable task of
such an undertaking, which is important enough to merit a separate project.

The Editor and the Editorial Board tried to reinvigorate the original intent of
Social Process in Hawaiÿi as a collaborative faculty-student effort. We have been
somewhat successful in doing this. Three articles were written by three graduate
students (Dudoit, from UH’s English Department; Petranek and Witeck, both in UH‘s
Political Science Department) who are also active members of the community. The copy
editor is also a graduate student in Sociology.

The cover design was originally a drawing by Wayne Muromoto, a longtime
supporter of Ethnic Studies and previous lecturer of the Japanese in Hawaiÿi course. It
was made into a poster by John Kelly in the early 1970s. Li´ana Petranek suggested the
flyer as the cover design.

Background information on Marion Kelly relied on a research paper by Charles
H. Meyer, Jr., which he wrote in May 1996 for Anthropology 464 and from this writer’s
acquaintance with Marion Kelly since 1976.

Photographs were selected from the Ethnic Studies archives. The passage of time
made it impossible to know their exact dates (although it was relatively easy to
determine the year). It was also impossible to determine who took most of the
photographs depicting the struggles of the 1970s. However, two of those photographs
were taken by Ed Greevy in 1972, as the captions indicate. Finally, Marion’s photograph
included with the chant was taken by Jan Becket in 1998.

The importance of the Porteus issue allowed me to include David Stannard’s
report on Stanley Porteus’ research to the Vice President of Academic Affairs at the UH
as an article. The appendix includes two other testimonies on the Porteus debate given
by the Department of Ethnic Studies and Marion Kelly respectively.Versions of two of
the appendices and Stannard’s article in this volume are on the UH Commission on
Diversity’s website: http://www2.hawaii.edu/diversity/.

Since its inception, Social Process in Hawaiÿi had no diacritical markings in its name
except for volume 38. Because this volume (39) is about Ethnic Studies in Hawaiÿi, the
Editor decided to spell the name of the Journal with diacritical markings.



Hawaiian words are italicized (and defined) on first mention only. Diacritical
markings are used with Hawaiian words except in cases where the author’s reference
does not use them.

I would like to thank Professor Kiyoshi Ikeda, Executive Editor of SPIH, for his
support in publishing this volume. My thanks also go to Professor Michael Weinstein,
General Editor of SPIH, and the Sociology Department at the UH for agreeing to
publish this volume.

I am indebted to Research Relations at UHM and the University of Hawaiÿi at
Mänoa Commission on Diversity for the grants awarded to this project. In addition,
Professor Kiyoshi Ikeda was gracious enough to extend a much-needed loan from the
SPIH Fund. Finally, my thanks go to Richard Dubanoski, Dean of the College of Social
Sciences, for his letter of support to secure the Research Relations funding.

I had the good fortune to work with superb individuals on the Editorial Board:
Professor Beverly Ann Keever (Journalism), Professor Emeritus Robert B. Stauffer
(Political Science), and Professor Franklin S. Odo (Assistant to the Provost, Smithsonian
Institution). It was my pleasure to work with these scholars.

Special thanks go to Ulla Hasager for her hard work as Assistant Editor. She
offered several excellent suggestions that have enhanced the quality of this volume.
Ulla, furthermore, interviewed Soli Niheu and transcribed the interview that appears in
this work.

Special thanks also go to Ida Yoshinaga for her excellent copy-editing work and
for transcribing the talk given by Senator Bob Nakata to ES 381 (Social Movements in
Hawaiÿi) students in November 1998.

It was a great pleasure to work closely with Mark Nakamura, who produced the
camera-ready copy. His advice on layout and other crucial technical matters proved
invaluable.

Many thanks go to Lucille Aono, Production Editor at the University of Hawaiÿi
Press, for her valuable assistance on this project.

The large number of submissions made this volume bigger than had been
originally anticipated. A skeleton crew with no release time from other academic duties,
and time and funding constraints, delayed the production of this volume by several
weeks. But if readers find this work useful in advancing knowledge on Hawaiÿi issues
relating to politics and social movements, then the effort was well worth it.

Finally, on behalf of the Department of Ethnic Studies, I would like to thank
Marion Kelly for agreeing to have us tell The Ethnic Studies Story in her honor. The road
ahead is long and hard; but with individuals like Marion dedicated to making this world
a better place, there is an excellent chance that peace and justice will triumph in the end.

– Ibrahim G. Aoudé


