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Although the situation at the close of the session was deeply discouraging to the
community, it was accepted without any intintion of meeting it by other than legal
means. The attempted coup d'dtat of the Queen followed, and her ministers, threat-
ened with violence, fled to the citizens for assistance and protection; then it was
that the uprising against the Queen took place, and, gathering force from day to
day, resulted in the proclamation of the Provisional Government and the abrogation
of the monarchy on the third day thereafter.

No man can correctly say that the Queen owed her downfall to the interference of
American forces. The revolution was carried through by the representatives, now
largely reinforced, of the same public sentiment which forced the monarchy to its
knees in 1887, which suppressed the insurrection of 1889, and which for twenty
years has been battling for representative government in this country. If the
American forces had been absent the revolution would have taken place, for the
sufficient causes for it had nothing to do with their presence.

I, therefore, in all friendship of the Government of the United States, which you
represent, and desiring to cherish the good will of the great American people, sub-
mit the answer of my Government to your proposition, and ask that you will
transmit the same to the President of the United States for his consideration.

Though the Provisional Government is far from being "a great power" and could
not long resist the forces of the United States in a hostile attack, we deem ourposition
to be impregnable under all legal precedents, under the principles of diplomatic
intercourse, and in the forum of conscience. We have done your Government no
wrong; no charge of discourtesy is or can be brought against us. Our only issue
with your people has been that, because we revered its ingtitutions of civil liberty,
we have desired to have them extended to our own distracted country, and because
we honor its flag and deeming that its beneficent and authoritative presence would
be for the best interests of all of our people, we have stood ready to add our country,
a new star, to its glory, and to consummate a union which we believed would be as
much for the benefit of your country as ours. If this is an offense, we plead guilty
to it.

I am instructed to inform you, Mr. Minister, that the Provisional Government of
the Hawaiian Islands respectfully and unhesitatingly declines to entertain the
proposition of the President of the United States that it should surrender its author-
ity to the ex-Qaeen.

This answer is made not only upon the grounds hereinbefore set forth, but upon
our sense of duty and loyalty to the brave men whose commissions we hold, who
have faithfully stood by us in the hour of trial, and whose will is the only earthly
authority we recognize. We can not betray the sacred trust they have placed in our
hands, a trust which represents the cause of Christian civilization in the interests of
the whole people of these islands.

With assurances of the highest consideration,I have, etc.,
SANFORD B. DOLE,

Minister of Foreign Affairs.
His Excellency ALBERT S. WILLIS,

U. S. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

Mr. Willis to Mr. Gresham.

No. 19.] DECEMBER 23, 1893.
This communication simply transmits minister's salary account.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, January 12, 1894.
W. A. COOPERm,

U. S. Dispatch Agent,
Post- Office Building, San Francisco, Cal.:

Forward following telegram to Hon. A. S. Willis, U. S. minister,
Honolulu, by steamer Mariposa to-morrow.

W. Q. GRESHAX.
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WILLIS, WASHINGTO, January 12, 1894.
Minister, Honolulu:

Your numbers 14 to 18, inclusive, show that you have rightly com-
prehended the scope of your instructions, and have, as far as was in
your power, discharged the onerous task confided to you.

The President sincerely regrets that the Provisional Government
refuses to acquiesce in the conclusion which his sense of right and duty
and a due regard for our national honor constrained him to reach and
submit as a measure of justice to the people of the Hawaiian Islands
and their deposed sovereign. While it is true that the Provisional
Government was created to exist only until the islands were annexed
to the United States, that the Queen finally, but reluctantly, surren-
dered to an armed force of this Government illegally quartered in
Honolulu, and representatives of the Provisional Government (which
realized its impotency and was anxious to get control of the Queen's
means of defense) assured her that, if she would surrender, her case
would be subsequently considered by the United States, the President
has never claimed that such action constituted him an arbitrator in the
technical sense, or authorized him to act in that capacity between the
Constitutional Government and the Provisional Government. You
made no such claim when you acquainted that Government with the
President's decision.

The solemn assurance given to the Queen has been referred to, not
as authority for the President to act as arbitrator, but as a fact mate-
rial to a just determination of the President's duty in the premises.

In the note which the minister of foreign affairs addressed to you
on the 23d ultimo it is stated in effect that even if the Constitutional
Government was subverted by the action of the American minister and
an invasion by a military force of the United States, the President's
authority is limited to dealing with our own unfaithful officials, and that
he can take no steps looking to the correction of the wrong done. The
President entertains a different view of his responsibility and duty.
The subversion of the Hawaiian Government by an abuse of the author-
ity of the United States was in plain violation of international law and
required the President to disavow and condemn the act of our offend-
ing officials, and, within the limits of his constitutional power, to
endeavor to restore the lawful authority.

,On the 18th ultimo the President sent a special message to Congress
communicating copies of Mr. Blount's reports and the instructions
given to him and to you. On the same day, answering a resolution of
the House of Representatives, he sent copies of all correspondence
since March 4, 1889, on the political affairs and relations of Hawaii,
withholding, for sufficient reasons only Mr. Stevens' No. 70 of October
8, 1892, and your No. 3 of November 16, 1893. The President therein
announced that the conditions of restoration suggested by him to the
Queen had not proved acceptable to her, and that since the instruc-
tions sent to you to insist upon those conditions he had not learned
that the Queen was willing to assent to them. The President there-
upon submitted the subject to the more extended powers and wider
discretion of Congress, adding the assurance that he would b6 grati-
fied to cooperate in any legitimate plan which might be devised for a
solution of the problem consistent with American honor, integrity, and
morality.

Your reports show that on further reflection the Queen gave her
unqualified assent in writing to the conditions suggested, but that the
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Provisional Government refuses to acquiesce in the President's deci.
sion.

The matter now being in the hands of Congress the President will
keep that body fully advised of the situation, and will lay before it
from time to time the reports received from you, including your No. 3,
heretofore withheld, and all instructions sent to you. In the mean-
time, while keeping the Department fully informed of the course of
events, you will, until further notice, consider that your special instruc-
tions upon this subject have been fully complied with.

GRESHAM.
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